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A MIMORIAL

Willirrrrr (lharlcs l,,clwards was born in Pcnsacola, Itloricla, on l)ccembcr 1+,l9OO.

IlcwusIlrt lirstof thrccchildrenborntoWillicII. lldwardsandElodiaBirch.

Mr. lLdw:rrds rcccived his elcmentary and sccondary cducation in thc Pcnsacola

l'rrlrlie Schools. Ile latcr married the tormer Willic <;"*rua. Alcxandcr and to this

rrrrion thrcc children werc l)orn, Clarencc Emanuel, Viola Juanita, and Cecil Earl l.

At an early age hc acccpted the Seventh l)ay Adventist doctrine which later im-

lrcllccl him to attcnd Oakwood College in Huntsvillc, Alabama, wherc he received a

junior college dcgree in 'I'hcology. 'l he realization of this goal was madc possible by

thc financcs he acquired as a craftsman while matr.iculating at Oakwood.

Mr. I,ldwards later attended Virginia State College* in Petersburg, Virginie,

whcrc he continucd to work to obtain financial aid and pursuc a dcgrcc in secondary

cducation. FIe later completed the requirements for a Mastcr's Dcgrec in Supervision

and Administration from Hampton Institute. He did post-graduate studies at Morgan

Statc College, Emenuel College, and the University of Michigan.

Mr. Edwards began his education career as a reacher in Baltimore. Pollowing

that, he taught school in Powhatan County, Virginia. Later, he moved ro Halifax,

Virginia, where hc met and married the former Laura Bethel Carr. She gave birth to

two daughters, Elodia Pannell, and Yvonne Alzada.

ln 1934, he began his career as principal of Halifax County Training School,

later renamed Mary M. Bethune High School, and remained as principal until 1966.

+Currently named Virginia State University



Perhaps his grcatest accomplishments as principal were (1) the devclopment of a com-

prehensive high school from about seventeen course offerings to epproximately sixtv

courses and (2) an expansion of the building program.

Mr. Edwards was dedicated to the task of providing optimal educational oppor-

tunitics to all studcnts. Generally, he was appreciated for his sincerity, ambition ar.rd

versatility. His laculty and staff respected him for his strengJth of character, progressivc

ideas, and impartiality. But, foremost, he was a man of truth and a person in whom

or hcrs coulJ aiwal s place thcir trusr.

Iirorn 1966 to 1967, Mr. Irdwarcis servcd as general supenisor of schools in

Flalifar County and the city of South Boston. His ambition and dedication tow:rrd

cducational excellence led to his appointment inL972 rs the first Black person to servc

on the Halifax County School Board. He served in this capacity until his unrimely

death on April 10, 1.979. As a school board member, his primary concern was pro-

viding equality in education and employment.

Mr. Fldwards wrs a most faithful end concerned family man. In thc opinion of

his family, he wes thc epitome of dual parenthood. He servcd as a mother and father

of his trvo younge$ children after the death of his wife. 'fhey admired him most for

his quelitics ol' dcpendability, truthfulncss, and his devotion to and love fbr family

solitlarity.

LIe atrcnlptcd to instill positive attitudcs in his children by providing them with

cultural and cducational erpcricnces. Some of thesc included visits to Knoxville Col-

lcge, 'l'uskcgce lnstitutc, Oakwood Collegc, Hampton Institute, Norfolk State Univer-

sity, Virginia Statc University, and Florida A&M Universiry. Hc also took them to

lri\l()ri(rII tttrections within these lreas and rttende(l nrusiclrl conccrts I'teturin{ (l:rnr-

illrr Williants ancl other rvcll known artists.

In additiol r{) executing his rcsponsilrilities es e high school principel, hc {ountl

tirrrt to lulfill his dual parent role bv providing his childrcn rvith nusicll insrructions

lirr Playing the piano, trumpct, violin and flutc i.d also i,srruciibns in writin{ musicel

llrtl gremmatical compositions. During his chiLlrcn's collcge cerccrs, hc maintaincri a

wr:cl<ly writing schedule to both daughters with no dcviation lnrl insistcd on rcciprocal

lrction on the part of both.

Among his idiosyncracics were rhc accurnulation oI factuel .nd historical ma.r-

crials such as magazines, newspapers and books and adherencc to a strjct time schcclule.

Upon entering his ,ffice or study, an outsider may have made rhc assumption rhir

his dcsk wrs untidy or disorganized, but, to thc contrary, he was most organizcd and

eflicient. In fact, he could givc specific directions for locating any material hc wantcd

or needed, or he himself could locate this same material without any natural or artifi-

cial light.

Mr. Fldwards' secret arrbition was to become a mcdical doctor but financial

circumstances prevented this. Llowever, his sccond ambition to bccome :r succcssful

high school principal speaks fbr itself. His educational inspiretion c.ntinued right up

to the time of his death- One of his last wishes was that the 1,o111r.. authors complcte

the writing of the book and that any profits should bc donatcd to rhc Nrarr- M. tseth-

unc Alumni and Associates for scholarships.

11111



DEDICATION

In recognition of a long and faithful life of
service to the cause of Black Education in Halifax
County, Virginia, this work is sincerely dedicated to
Mrs. Willie A. Sykes. a teacher in the courity schools
from 1919 to 1933 and supervisor of black elementary
schools from 1933 to 1.966. Many lives have been
shaped through her dedication and personal saoifices
in the cause of education for Black children.
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FOR]IWORD

'l'lro authors have done an excellent iob in tracing the

lrl:rlory of the education of Black residents ln FIalifax County.

'll,('y deccr'bed quite vividly the trials and tribulations of

lll;r('l{ Irersons who struggled untiredly for equality of educatlon

;rr<1, who, regardless of the adverse conditions under whlch they

lr;rrl ro receive Lhis education, became successful cltizens. The

rirr('('css stor), of the Black citizens in llalifax County should

1i('rve as an incentive to other Black persons throughout the

N:rtion to obtain high standards and a good education.

In reading about the history of the education of those

individuals in Halifax County, one cannot help but become aurare

of the scarcity of information available on the education of

Black citizens in America. It is hoped, therefore, that thls

book vri1l trrotivate other educators and alumni groups to embark

upon sinilar projects nationally.

Gwendolyn 11. Austin, Ed.D.
lI.S. Offlce of Education

x
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INTRODUCTION

'l lris book was conceived when Emmett O. Green visited Halifax County Senior

llililr Sch<-roI following integration and discovered that the many trophies, awards, certi-

lit:rtt's lnd other honors won by Black students at Mary M. Bethune High were not on

,lisplly. 'l'heir absence caused him to question whether much or most of the other

lrisr()ryoflllackstudentsinthecountyw'asbeinglost. Hisvisionofhowtobestattack

t lrcst' problcms was to establish an alumni association which would support efforts to

,lr':rl with these and other problems. Thus, the idea of writing of the education of

ll l:rcli strrclcnts was conceived.

l)uring, or just prior to, the alumni association's first reunion in June, 1974,the

Associrtion asked W. C. Edwards to conduct the research and write this history.

Mr. l,ltlwardsagreedandsolicitedLazarusBatestoassisthiminthisendeavor;thus,the

Irirth of the Edwards and Bates Project, as Mr. Edwards called it.

Mr. Edwards.was approached to do the writing for several reasons: The first is

that he had served as Principal of Halifax Training School and Mary M. Bethune High

School from 1914 to 1966 when he retired. The second was the fact that he was re-

tired, had a great deal of time he could devote to the task, and was extremely interest-

ed in the assignment.

Mr. Bates, who replaced Mr. Edwards as principal of Halifax Training School,

was probably the next most knowledgeable person in the county about the education

for Black people. Following integration in 1969, Mr. Bates served as Principal ofthe

Halifax County Junior High School until his retirement in t978. During his six years

of researching and fact finding, W. C. Edwards'health began to deteriorate. Conse-

quently, the Association asked Preston M. Royster to take the iead in completing the

3



reseaxch and to write the book. He was approached because of his active involvement

with the Association, and because he was a former student of HalifaxTraining School-

The Book is based on facts found in several places,

1. Halifax County School Board records were carefully reviewed.

2. Books, periodicals, newspapers and other documents were reviewed.

3 . South Boston City Council records were scrutinized.

4. Several libraries in Richmond, Va. were visited to follow leads and gather
additional data.

5. Numerous interviews were conducted with older residents and previous
residents of the County.

The oral history provided by citizens who had good, accurate memories of facts

passed on to them by parents, neighbors, friends and relatives was extremely helpful.

Gathering data orally was at least the most intriguing, if not the most valuable, ap-

proach to gathering the needed facts. One factor that made most of these interviews

so exciting was the number of times that a story told by one person was repeated by

another person across town.

This book is basically a straight-forward presentation of facts without opinion

or slant. The reader will note with interest, however, that on occasion, the writers'

feelings about a situation, or an event, or a circumstance seeped through. For example,

it is stated as an allegation that the absence of records for considerable periods of time

was an indication that school officials were not interested in education for Black

children. The absence of these records is indeed an important part of the story of the

education of Black children in Halifax County.

Ilrr' urttss ol'll:rlifax County's Black children and parents is illustrated in the

I rrr r lrr lr' r'lrrptt'rs. 'l hcsc chapters show the ever increasing number of Black children

\\1r,, \\'( r('lir:r(luilt('(l; they show the full array of degreed and certified teachers who

r.ul,lrr rlr(s( clrildrcn,andtheydisplayahealthynumberofgraduatesandtheirsuccess

r.. rrrr .rrrrrrrl lry tlrc normal american criteria for achievement.

l,vor tlrorrgh thc title ofthis book reads "1866 - 1969", the earliest record of

1',rl,lr, sr'lrrxrling tbr ISlack children indicates that public schools were not started for

tlr, rrr rrnlil rrtrrly 1900.

4
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1
IIISTORY OF HALIFAX COUNTY

\ rr,rl ( lrrrrr.lt.rislics

I l;rlrlrrx ( i.unty, situated in the south centrar part of virginia, lies entirely with-

rrr rlr, l'r*lrrrrnr l)latcau and joins North carolina. lt ranges from approximately 300

r,' ,/oo ltcr ;rlr,vc sca lever. It is roughly triangular in shape, having its southern and

r'r rr.rrr lr,undlries formed by straight lines and the northern and eastern boundaries

l,rrrr*l lry srrcams. The territory consists of g14 square miles, or 520,960 acres.l

Arrr.rrtr1 rLll the counties in virginia, Halifax ranks fourth in area and second in farm

,,, r.,,g.'.2 Seasonal temperatures vary considerably with wide differences in the mean

sr.r,cr and winter temperatures. The winters are comparatively short and sufficiently

r.ikl to permit outdoor activities most of the time. The average frost free period is

2l0.Jays.3

The county is a lineal descendant of the Isre of wight, one ofthe cight originar

"shires" into which the colony of virginia was divided in 1643 . Halifax County was

formed from Lunenburg county in r75z which had been created from Surry, and

Surry from the original Isle of wight.4 At the time Halifa-x county was divided from

it, Lunenburg included all the territory that is now pittsyrvania, Henry, Franklin and

Patrick Counties.

9



Halifax History

initially, Halifax County was settled by people of English descent. While thc

population of white people increased, there was a corrclating growth in the Illack

population until, by 192O, nearly half the population, 48.57o, was Black. At thrLr

time the total population was 41,365. By 197O, thc population had decreased sonrc'

what to 36,965 with a slight shift to 407o Black, 59oh white, and 17o other.5 'l'hc

population of the city and towns range from 8,000 in South Boston to about 250

in Clover.

The county seat is the incorporated town of Halifax. It had been known as

Houston prior to L92O rnd as Banister prior to 189O. Other major centers in the

county include one city, South Boston, four other incorporated towns, and several

unincorporated communitics. '[hc larger comnrunitics arc Alton, Clarkton, Clustcr

Springs, Crystal IIill, I)enniston, l)ngram, Ilarmony, l.ccla, l.cnnig, Mcrdville , Nathalic,

News Ferry, Omega, Paces, Republican (lrove, Riverdalc, and 'l'urbeville. In addition

to Halifax, the towns are Clover, Scottsburg, and Virgilina. Virgilina is located in the

southwestern part of the county on the boundary between Virginia and North Carol-

ina, hence the derivation.

Virgilina is known for copper mining, and until the latc 194O's, gold in relatively

small quantities was mined nearby as well. However, throughout the county, agricul-

ture is the principal industry. Most activities center around the production and mar-

keting of tobacco. The county tanked second in the United States in the production

of tobacco as early as 1850 and currently maintains a high ranking in the production

of this crop. Many of the Black residents who farm are sharecroppers. This results in

rather iow annual incomes. This, in addition to the fact that few non-farm jobs existed

, ,, ,rtlr

, L,, r,,,,1 , rtr,

lr,r', l,,l rrr:ruy t,orrrrg lllrtcli pcoplc to relocatc in northern cities

.r, l,r(:rr( r. Ihosc Illack pcoplc who rcmain in the county are

, rlr rrtrstry, tclrthing, prcactiing, business, and industry, in addi-

I Lrltf,tt I ltstrtry

11

I lr, lr, \,,1'rtr"lr[\. l,.rit

ll rlrl r r ( i,unly lr)un(l a place of importance and prominence in America's

1,,,1,,1,rrr, rrr l,r'loTc tlrc ltcvolution. '['he Dan River, which flows west-to-east just

",rr lr ,,t rl. ( lrto ()l I lali{ax County, was a very important traffic artery in days when

,(t, , r,l. rrr r, lr w ;lrrrl l)()or." Bccausc of the Dan River, South Boston became a major

r,,l' rr r . rrr.rr lit l sirrct: totracco was hauled by boat to market on this easily navigable

'I r .lill

l)rrrirrll thc rcvolution, Halifax again became a place of importance and recogni

rr,,n l,.vcrr tlxrrrgh no battles were fought on the county's soil during the war, it is

l,r lrr vtrl lhirt thc military retreat by the Continental Army south into Halifax County

.rrrrl :rcross thc l)an River was an important maneuver in the Revolutionary War.

liprrrlltrrn (lompton wrote that Cornwallis burned and depleted his supplies in an

('ll()rt t() overtake General Nathaniel Green of the Continental Army as Green was

rcrrcuting to gather more troops and to prepare for eventual battle.8 Even with the

load of General Cornwallis' forces lightened, General Green crossed the Dan at Boyd's

lrcrry and left Cornwaliis humiliated. Scholars believe "the successful retreat across

the Dan was the turning point in the revolution and that the war was won at Boyd's

t-erry."g The rctreat to the Dan wds a "masterful maneuver . .. that led from King's

10
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Halifax History

Mountain to Yorktown - - and victory!"10

Additionally, Halifax County contributed to the development of the nation I))'

providing 80o recruits.ll MajorGeneralWadeHampton,l2 of theContinentalArnry,

and Nathaniel'I...y,13 who served in the Convention of 1776 that framed the Corr

stitution of Virginia, were also from Halifax County.

Civil War, Race Relations and Leadership

Even though Halifax County was the site of a significant maneuver of tht:

Revolutionary War, it had little blood spilled on its soil and mighty few scars inflicted

on its landscape during the Civil War. In fact, it hosted only one Civil War battle,

which took place along the Staunton River near U. S. Route 360.14

The mention of Black people up to this point is conspicuous in its absence.

Before the Civil War, Black people were slaves and were not considered to be citizens.

They were not allowed to participate in the war, and, by law, they were not allorved to

be educated.

l-eadership and Racial Policies

In spite of the above fact, some Black residents of the area were learned and

influential, and the County provided Black and White leadership to the State and

Federal governments. lior example, Reverend Henderson, a Black man, was the first

postmaster of South Boston, according to history passed on to Ms. Dolly Ragland, a

retired teacher turned I'listorian. The Post Office that he supervised was located at the

southwest juncture of the I)an R iver and U. S . Route 5 01 approximately where Boyd's

I rrit 
"r'rrr,I 

r', l'r' r' rrllI l'rt:ttt'tl'

\\,llilrrr "ltrll" l r( li wIs lrorrt ncur virgilina on Buckshoals Farm. Later he

., r,, ,l r. r !r ,rt, l( l',r\l.tlol lkrrrr 1924 - 1932, as tlle Governor of Virginia from 1946 -

t,rltr rrr,l .rr .r I j S lt(.1)r(.scnt:rtivc l'ronr 1952 - 1969. Governor Tuck, aS did many

,,r1,', \\lrrtr [.trIts ltolrr lllLlil:rx (Jounty and the South, developed and carried out

1,,,1r, r, , tlr,rt nrlrl',irl((l :tgrtittst growth and opportunity for Black citiz-ens as will be

l,,r,,l rrr tlr l,rl[rwittg scctions.

\..,r ( ilk.lrr:rrr, who was born a Slave in Nonh Carolina in 1845, came to Halifax

r,,,rrrri ur lll(ru. lrt ltl7l he was elected to the Virginia House of Delegates' and

, rr,,l rilrrrl 1873. tn acldition to serving with distinction in the House, it is well

I rr,rlrr tlrtt ltt tttatlc great contributions to Halifax County He was a successful

l,[rrrr.r .rrrrl rt.:rrctl scvcral children who became well-educated leaders in local politi-

,.rl .rrrl ( (1)lr()ntrc affairs,

l)r. l.uthcr P. lioster, who was born and reared in Clover' served asTreasurer

.rrr,l l,rt.sitlcnt of virginia Normal Institute (virginia State University) from 1937 to

I (),[(.)

whilc Ilalifax county madc contributions to the revolutionary cffort beforc thc

( livil War, it bccame onc of the largest slave-holding counties in the statc of Virginia-15

'l,lris fact basically Sets the tenor for undcrstanding the niche in which racial condi.

tions, treatment, and practices were shaped and thc degree of resistance from which

t:tlucational advancement and Illack progress have grown lt sccms quite safc to say

that devastating conditions for thc freedmen in tlalifax county werc much thc samc as

for freedmen in any other southern community- For example' Mrs lloss Chandlcr

I Lrlrf'rt I lrtlrtt'1'

t2
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Ilalif'ax Hismry

told with pride of the success of her son Willie in escaping from a white ntolr llr.rt

had tied, bound and placed the rope to lynch him in the mid-thirties. The lynchrnl'

mob was in search of a man who had raped a white woman. The group apprrcntll

made the assumption that the attacker was Black. Willie, being the first Black pcrsol

spotted by the lynchmen, was apprehended and prepared for the noose. lt was clis

covered later that the woman who reponed the assault had married the white man

who had sexually abused her.

C o nstitutio nal A me n dm e nt

Almost as soon as the County, and the State ofVirginia, raised concerns about the

possibility of educating both Black and white children in the same classroom, moves

were made to prevent such possibilities. Evidence of these feelings had their impact

in 19O1 md 19O2. The Constitutional Convention called to change the State's consti-

tution, ratified Section 140 which provided that "whites and colored children shall not

be taught in the same school."16 The same attitudes surprisingly prevailed in 1968

when the Federal Circuit Coun ruled that the schools must integrate during the 1969 -

school year (see Appendix B). Segregationist groups formed which again advocated

perpetrating the objectives of the 1901 - 02 Constitutional Convention. In fact, they

voted 304,161 to 146,164 to make tuition grants available to students so they could

select segregated schools at will.17

Policies to establish and maintain segregation were not sporadic or limited to

education. They were thorough and consistent and intended to legislate over all areas

of society including housing and employment.

r.. r ,r,, , ,, ."rrrlr l1,,.l.rr l,,utr (lrrttttcil wrls I)(liti()llctl to cstablish require-

.. i , 1,,,r,1,",r'rrrt'|irlrrlr l( l.lotrlolt,rttowtrleldcrandrealtor,requested

L r,.rl r '1,. ,,1,,,,,1 ll,,.rr,l rrtrrl llr( lr:lll()llsol tlrt'publicschoolsaswellashimself,

.r ., .! ' ',,,,r1 rrl' tl! ttrr(\\.rt\ 'r(li()tr ttr P111 x stoptothebuildingof homesby

r t r ,,1 l, ,,, rrl,1 .rrr,l ,tt,,tttt,l tlrt wllitt'pubtic buildings in the to*"."18 R' A'

I r ,,,' I rrr,l tlrr (nl[( (]otttttil sttontlcd asegregationordinanceandalsoanew

r ,.rr,.. .,, l,rrr, \\rtlr tttsltrttliottstgthcOrclinanceCommitteeto"proceedatonce

, Li l, l, rlr, rr rr rrtt v littt s" to implcmcnt thc ordinance-

trr.., rrrrrrrr:rtiolt cxistcd not only against Black people but also against white

i\,,nr, l lr ll.rlrl:rx (irunty. The County school board "resolved that after thisschool

r r rr ( t,) i(r 1940) no white women shall be employed as a teacher in any of the white

., lr,,,,l..,rt rlr.(iounty."19 Onecanspeculatethatthisrulewasestablishedbecausethe

I'r'.rrl wr\ ttntlc ttp of men only.

l',,lrr,' Srruict:

'l.hc tiiscriminatory narure of the police service from the early 1930's to the

llrc l96o's was apparent in rwo ways, (1) police seryice provided to largely Black

groups was conspicuously inefficient or absent, and (2) there were no regularly em-

ptoycd Black policemen. 'fhe discrepanry in service became panicularly noticeable

at lllack high school events and at sizeable Black gatherings. The authors can recall

1t'ltlt, llt:r"r t

t+ 15
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Halifux History

numerous times when the Sheriff was requested to provide deputies at high school

events. The reaction to the request was affirmative, but service was often very rlir

appointing. The Sheriff usually resorted to excuses for his failure to provide patrol an(l

security services at basketball games or at other events. Excuses often were as follows:

"An unanticipated fight, break-in, etc., occurred in Clover or Scottsburg which rc-

quired all of our deputies. "

After numerous attempts to provide escort, patrol and security at Black events

failed, Black leaders decided to find a Black resident who was discreet enough and

capable of performing security duties and to recommend that he be deputized to serve

at Black functions. In the mid-thirties "Top" Harris was selected and deputized and

supplied with weapon, bullets, badge, uniform and handcuffs. Mr. Harris was given

full authority to make arrest of any citizen, including whites, who broke the law or

exhibited misconduct on the premises he was patroling.

Mr. Harris served at the conventions of the Banister Baptist Association, Sunny-

side Baptist Association, and the Sraunron River Baptist Association, and at orher

events in the County. FIe served with a clear understanding that he would receive no

pay for his duties. As a result, groups served by him would "pass the hat" to raise

monies to compcnsatc him. Following Mr- Harris, there was no other Black law en-

forccment official in the County until Charlie Reed Hill was hired as a parroiman in

South Boston around 1959 or 1960.

Salo rics

The principle of "equal pay for equal work" was nor practiced when deter-

. - .i. ,.,t . ,! ,r,,,r, ,,1 lll r,l .rrr,l rrlrrlc slltool pt:rsorl'tcl. A. M. ILichardson

, r .i,, r,rr,, ,,r,rl 1,, rrrr r rr tlrr r,rl.rrics ol Ncgrocs :rntl whitc was based on race

. ,,,' rrrl,, r ,l tlrr I'r,rrtlr ll()sl()n S(ll()()l lkrard dccltrcd that, "it did not

. . ..... r. r,,, , ',, t,,,, t,, lt\r'.r\ it ,li,l li)r r lvhitc pcrson."21

r i., t',.1,,,' I,,\, |il[], |l;ry l(,r'l)('r's()nnel werc not only unequal for Black and

!.., r .,' .\.,, 
'1..,, l,'\\'r'r tlr;rrr srrrrountling counties according to the comparison of

., r,r,,,,11,,,rrrr,.,.r\ pr( s( nt((l irr thc following figures.

'l ,'r' I {,'-,.r , L.-tf ,{.',.1 k"_

Figure 1

HIGH SCHOOL PRINCIPALS, SALARIES .Ig34 - 3522

Average Annual SalarY

WHITE BLACK

Male

$600
720
626

380

(:0UN'TIE,S Male Female

$800

Female

Charlotte
I-lalifax
Henry
Patrick
Pittsylvania

$ 1,280
1,822
1,6t2

976
r.356

640
848

t6
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Figurc 2

HIGH SCHOOL TEACHERS' SALARIES - Ig38 - 3923

MLtxi'mum Salary

WHII'E BLACK

Male Female Male fie malc

I 1,, . rlrr r, r l,,r lll.rIl' rrrrtl wlritc clcrrtcntary supervisors were also unequal.

1,. rl,, r'rll I'r,lr,,,rl \,('irr lh( whitc supcrvisor received asallry of $1,8OO and

I I ir r.'' rr rr, I ,...r.., lrrrl llrc lllrrcl< supcrvisor, Mrs. Willie A. Sykes, received only

I I , ,r ,l rr 1 rrr,l li.)',o lirr tr:rvt'l costs.24 1'hese discrepancies existed even though

rri. r,,r,rl,, r ,,1 ,.r rrl('rrs scrvt,l lry lllack educators was much larger than the number

.'r',,l I'r \1 liltr iltt(\.

I lr, ,1r,,, rr'p.rrrr it's irr pay continued until 1946, when the School Board directed

rtr' ',rr1,lrr(rr(l(rt "l() scc thatall teachersarepaidthe samebasedontrainingand

i |'lt'llrr

lrrr rlrrrl Prry, rkrng with other humiliating treatment, undoubtedly affected the

',lri,rl,,r! lrrovitlt'tl to lllack students. Low and unequal salaries likely caused many of

rlrr l,r rr.r l)r(l)irrc(i tcachers to seek employment where pay conditions were better,

rln., rrrr rr';rsirrg:rttrition and reducing continuity in instruction.

', t t, I I tt t l'.\ lt' ilLl it. ure

ln 1937 - 38, " the cost for educating a white child was $58.00 per year, and

lli I | ()o li)r lllack children."26

Srrrril:u:ly, in 1946 the County paid disproportionate amounts for the education

,rl lll:rck arld white children.

ln 1946, Morris Markey of McCalls indicated that,

The annual cost for the high school education of a

white child is $82.73 (higher than the appropriation
in some areas of New York State) while only $41.67
per student is spent upon the Negroes. But do not
jump to the conclusion that this difference is by mali-

COUNTIES

Charlotte
Halifax
Henry
Patrick
Pittsylvania

Charlotte
Halifax
Henry
Patrick
Pittsylvania

$1,229
900
740
720

I.150 336 336

$ 1 ,080
675
480

$5 20
585

Minimum Salary

720
900
684
800
688

640
823
68+
680
688

520
450
480

600
+95
480

336 336

Counties in these figures are Virginia Counties in the Fifth Disrrict

18

79

$2,000
t,125
1,237

920
2,455
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cious intent, he hastily reminds the reader. Two factors
are responsible for it, he adds. First, the large Central
High School for Negroes is much more economical to
operate than the several small high schools for white
children . . . . . The Negro teacher, he concluded, is at

the bottom of the economic scale in the profession -
though she receives only slightly less than the white
teacher in Halifax - and so the profession is not attrac-
tive. As a consequence, classes in the Negro schools are

markedly larger than in the white schools with a cor-
responding (though undesiged) reduction in teacher cost
to the schools as a whole.''

Desegregation

From the end of the Civil War to 1969, when the schools were finally desegre-

gated, County leadership was consistent in its policies of meintaining a separate society

and separate schools for the races. The practices used might have changed, but in

many ways these new practices made the fight more difficult for Black citizens. The

tactics changed from those that were violent and openly hostile to those that were

legal and cconomic. Court costs and lawyers' fees to fight these injustices were pro-

hibitive.

Legally, the dcsegregation process began in Halifax County with a sweeping edict

in the llrown as. Iloard of l:idu.cation clecision in 7954. Opposition from high level

political leadership was just as sweeping and clear- lior example, within days WHLF

radio quotcd U. S. Ilepresentative William M. 'l'uck as making statements against

schooling Black and white chilclren together. During ensuing months several school

districts in Virginia closed their schools to avoid mixing the races in classrooms. These

I lalifax lTistory

.r, r, ,.,,r, ,rl tlrt' "rrrrrssivc rcsistance" tactics which were led by Virginia. They

,,,, lrr,l,,l I'rrrrrc l,.rlwurtl (lounty, Norfolk and others. Following the initial shock and

,,.r.|r,'. (llorrs r() intcgrate schools in Flalifax County took place in bargaining

.'.,r.rt,, 1,('rw((n NAACPandCountyofficials,inthehallowedchambersof the School

It,, r,l. ( ruuty Srrllcrvisors and the Courts.

l rrtpt lirr thc bewilderment and continual wondering about when and how

',, 1r,,,,1., worrltl intcgrate in accordance with the law, outward expressions were rather

l,,u 1.,1,r'tl urltil Judge Robert R. Mcrhige, Jr., United States District Court, ordered

r lr, r, lrr rrrls ro (lcscgrcgate mid-year 1969 - 7 O (see appendiccs A and B).

l,olkrwing thc above decision, there were expressions of both calm and re-

\r\rirr((. l,lrrlier remarks of J. Lindsay Almond, Governor of Virginia, for example,

w,rc rcputrlished: "The highest court in the land hasspoken. I trust that Virginia

will rrlrproach the question realistically and endeavor to work out some rational adjust-

,,,,,,r."28 ln spite of the Governor's expressions of compliance and calm, Representa-

rivt l'uck spoke again, "lf they (localitics) don't stand with us then I say make 'cm.

Wt' trrnnot compromise. . . . . If you cver let them integrate anywhere, the whole state

wilt lrc integrated in a short time."29

I-ike it or not, by this timc the struggle in tlalifax County was about over.

l,l:rrlicr statcments by the leailing politicians scemcd to have lost their impact, '[his

includes the vigorous efforts and expressions that follow, "Statc Senator J. D. Hagood

of Cllover and Delcgate Howard P. Anclerson joined in the barrage of telegrams to the

(iovernor's office. . . . " "Other messtges went fron Waltcr L (irant of thc l)anoillc

tlegister and llee, and Lynn Shelton of the tlalilax (;daette, Post 325 Commander of
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the Danville American Legion, James Patty, Wyatt Hall and Nathan Lantor of South

Boston, Ira L. Harding of Halifax and numerous others of the county." The partiel

text of Senator Hagood's telegram follows, "I cannot overemphasize the importancc

of maintaining segregation of the races in our school system. . ."30 th" 1.,1g.',

decision withstood further appeals and the final chapter of segregated education in

Halifax County came to a close.

In summary, the reader has been fed an adequate dose of demography, social

history and the leadership that shaped the educational practices and programs in

Halifax County and South Boston to appreciate the aspirations and advancements of

Black residents. One should have noticed the degree to which economic opportunities

were systematically denied and that separate and unequal schooling was fostered, pre-

served and energetically protected. Certainly the reader must appreciate, as never

before, and respect the desires and abilities of Black citizens to achieve and advance,

not because of the circumstances, but in spite of them. This advancement was due to

the fact "they are, taken as a whole, an industrious, affectionate race, with an eagcr

desire for instruction. . . ."31 ", stated by Reverend Wellington E. Webb in his 1888

report.

The status and advancement of Black residents in this county are noble examples

of oppressed, humiliated and denied people pulling themselves up by their own boot-

straps. They not only pulled themselves up by their bootstraps, first, they had to make

their boots.
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2
PRIVATE SCHOOLS

llrc itlt:rL ol sclf help was not a local conccrn only, it permeated the south. Its

rr.rrrr rs stcn in thc fact that most schools originatcd under Church sponsorship.

l,r,l.rl nrrrny of these schools are stiil in existence. For example, Virginia Seminary

.rrr,l tiolltgc rrt [-ynchburg; St. Paul's College, Lawrenceville, Virginia; Virginia Union

I lnrv( rsity :lt Richmond and countless others of religious origin can be named through-

,'rt tlx'South.

So, it was the Church Associations in Halifax County which gave birth and

rul)ctus to education in the County for Black residents. 'Ihe neighborhood schools

wt'rc established first. There was no type of public transportation; therefore, neighbor-

lxrod schools were built where people could raise a little money in joint effort. Some

ncighborhoods used old houses which were not occupied by the owners. Sometimes

preechers, teachers or just interested persons united the neighborhood around an edu-

cation effort that resulted in a new school site. Landowners usually gave land to the

effort; others allowed these schools to be built on a promise that land belonged to the

building so long as the school existed in the neighborhood. Afterwards the land and

the building would be left to the landowner when the school discontinued by moving

of people or for whatever the reason.
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The influence of the church had a carry-over value. In addition to giving im-

petus to education for Negro residents, these students oftcn were encouraged to pursuc

studics at a high school, usually a boarding, out-of-county school. As a result, a high

perccntage of the better educated Black students were trained in private institutions

which provided a strong rcligious indoctrination. This is panicularly true of thc

earliest schools for Black students in Halifax County. 'fhere is evidence that schooling

was provided for Black persons about ten years after the emancipation.

Antrim Church and Mission School

The Antrim Church and Mission School for newly freed slaves had its beginning

prior to 1877.7 A report by Wellington E. Webb on this school, dated 1888, states

that the Commission of Home Missions to Colored People was charged with directing

school activities prior to 1877.2 No doubt this represents the earliest formal schooling

for Black residents in Halifax County, Virginia. The school provided education that

was "free to all."3 It covered grades as high as was required for any student. It was

built largely from donations made by local people, and Rev. W. E.Webb,head,David

Webb, teacher, and an occasional part-time person operatcd the Church and school at

an annual cost that did not exceed eight hundred dollars.4 The report indicates that

the cross-shaped school had one-hundred and fifty (150) scholars in attendance in

1887.

The Antrim Church and Mission School was operated by the Antrim Parish of

the Episcopal Church. At the time, the Parish was coterminous with Halifax County

which consisted of the territories of Lunenburg, Pittsylvania, Henry, Franklin and

I rr|, 1 , ,,rlr r( \ ll w;rs locutcd just South ol' thc lllliflx Oountrl, (llub, clst on thc

I', r r".r'l ,ll ol llorrlc 501. 'lhc rrcir was callctl Iw'(]li1{'. Freednrrn constitutctl :r

,,,rt,,ilr\ ,,1 tlrt lrrllrrlution oI the County during th:]1 titnc. 'l'hc IIalitax'l'raining

.,1',,,,1 ( lr.rpttr ol thc Ncw liarmcrs of America (NIiA) rvts htcr nlnrcd lirr l)avid

\ \Vr lrlr, wlro, rrccorrling to Pocahont:rs Wight litlntonds, a tocel countl'writcr-ltistor-

, rrr, l.rrq rovtrl on the board of thc Ilalifar Normal Institute.

Artrrrtlirrg to Ms. I)olly Itagland of South Boston, who is a rctired tcuchcr

t rrr rrcrl lristorirn, the foundation of this structurc still erists. The sc:rnt lnd incontplcte

l,orrls tlo not iudicate when this Church and school ccesctl to opcrirtc but itsopera-

r rorr rs rol rccalled after 1900.

V:rrious negative and degrading vicws havc bccn expresscd about frecd slaves

rrrll Ncgroes in later times. It has bccn said thet thc,v werc lazy, shiftlcss, undcpend-

rulrlt: and incapable of learning. 'Ihc Webb report to thc Antrim Parish rvhich was

(rlDnrcnting on Negroes just out of slavery and sevcrc suppression was contrlrily

conrplimentary of those in attendancc at the Mission School. ILevercnd Webb stated

that:

they are, taken as a whole, an industrious, affectionate
race, with an eager desire for instruction; yet too poor
in many instances to avail themselves properly of the
advantages offered. Poverty and suffering to the
extent these people have had to endure them, are well
calculated to chill those genial feelings which, by com-
mon consent, are a part of the African character.
Nevertheless, they are still there. And as for complaints
of incapacity, immorality and dishonesty, while they
are not without some foundation in fact, these defects
of character are not as general, or in great a degree as

the outside worid supposes. They (those views) would
certainly be materially modified, if those who make
them could have experience with the ignorance an{
incompetency of the scrving class of orher counrries.)

l'rioate Schools
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McKinlcy Institute

'I'he McKinley Institute, largely remembered as the Meadville School, was

foundcd by Professor Calcb G. I{obinson who was born in Jamaica in August, 1864.6

Aftcr studying at Calabar College, Kingston, from 1887 - 1889 he moved to Richmond

and attended Virginia Union University. Later he settled at Meadville (Halifax County)

where he formed thc school in 1893. It was artended mostly by girls, and, at one

point, by one hundred and ninety-four girls who were taught by teachers brought in

from the North.T It was a boarding school, but the scant records do not reveal what

fee was charged. Numerous citizens do recall, however, rhat "monies to maintain this

institute were personai donations solicited by Professor Robinson." The curriculum

consisted of reading, writing, art and industrial arts according to Mrs. Susie Hall Roy-

ster, a life long resident of the County. Even though this school was not founded

by a religious order, the religious influence was present because Professor Robinson

was a man of great reiigious faith. He was a legend around the county and throughout

Virginia. FIis favorite passage of scriprure was, "I can do all things through Christ

which strengthens me."8 The school was quite successful until it was accidentally

destroyed by fire by a woman boiling some clothes. Because of his advanced age,

Professor Robinson's effort to rebuild the school was largely unsuccessful. However,

portions of the school that he did reconstruct still srand. According to the dedicarion

program ofOctober 10, 1978:

He also stood tall phvsically and intellectually among
men of his time. When the professor passed away he
was laid to rest on the same spot of land of the Insti-
tute, but before he died he called together some of the
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It rrrlt rs ol llelifax County; namely Rev. Baird, Reverend
lj ti Williams, and others and stated to them that he
rvislrul to donate 11 acres of land to Halifax-Pittsylvania
trrrrntics for the sole purpose that an Educational and
l(tcrt:rtional building be erected on the site and that
thcy lrc instrumental in this dream of his coming true.
llis wish was fulfilled October 10, 1978 when the
ccntcr built on land he donated was dedicated. This
was his last request.lo

\\ rllr,rrrrs Nontral and lndustrial Institute

Wrllirrnrs Normal, as it rvas commonly callcd, had its bcginning prior to 1900 as

,r ( l( nr( rltr)/ school. It u,as founded end supported by the Colored Methodist Epis-

,,,1,rl (ihrrrch apparenrly as thc Sourh Boston (Virginia) Institute, according to Mrs.

I t,,llr I(:rgl:rnd.

'l'he church rccords provide no indication of the exact datc for the beginning of

rlrt school, but it seems clcar rhat, from its beginning up to about 1912 it was an

(lor)cntarv school including kinderganen. Sevcral suniving county residents rccall

rhrrt the school expericnccd financial difficulties about 1911 or 7972. Because of

these difficulties, the school sought support of thc t3ishop. 'I'he bishop at that time

rvas I{o,erend R. S. Williams. Bishop Williams providcd thc leadership to obtain

increased support for the school. One rcsult of his assuming greater support for the

lnstitute \r,as that tl.re South Iloston (\'ireinia) Insriturc was givcn the name Williams

Normal and Industriirl Institute. 'l'hc c-xplnsion :rncl change of name was dedicated

in 1913.1i ln adtlition, high school classes, rvhich extendcd to rhc ninrhgradc,were

arldctl to thc school's offcrinps.

Williams Normal was operatcd bv Mrs. Sallie Woorl, the rvife of Dr. Ilenry
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G. Wood, a prominent physician. Mrs. Wood was well known, and as a consequenc( ,

many people referred to the school as Mrs. Wood's School. The school was locatctl

at the corner of Main Street and Meadow Drive in a three-story wooden building.

The school's curriculum, in addition to basic elementary courses, includctl

English, mathematics, social studies, industrial skill courses and science. None of tht'

people who attended this school seem certain of the length of the school year, but

they agree that school lasted only 6 - 7 months. This, they believe, was largely becaust'

most students were farmers and were needed to work on the farm during the warmcr

months.

Mrs. Dolly Ragland and Carlton H. Royster suggested that the school must

have been strong academically because many students continued on to college and

became teachers, doctors, lawyers and skilled technicians. It was also a seminary and

prepared ministers who served in churches throughout the state. In addition, the

school provided night classes for adults who wished to improve their literary and

basic skills.

Since it was a church school and one of the few schools in the area, students

came to study from surrounding counties. They boarded with families throughout

South Boston. Many roomed in Dr. and Mrs. Wood's home, which is still an elegant

brick house occupied by Attorney Douglas grrggs and his family.

Williams Normal operated successfully even though the Halifax Normal Institute

was operated just six miles away in the town of Halifax. Haiifax Normal was also a

boarding school with no public transporration which, it is speculated, is rhe reason

many students continued as Williams Normal. The cost and convenience may well have
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,,pr rlrzr,l rlrc rrtlv:rntrges of HaLifax Normal. For whatever reason, however, Williams

rl,,rrrr,rl rrrr'r'urlbcd in about 1930. The public school, Booker T. Washington High,

lr r, I rr ., I rtliirr rring that same year which likely was the cause for the demise of Williams

t'.trrrrurrl At thistime,onlyonestoryof thethreestorybuildingremainsandisusedas

.r rr .,r,lcrrt i:tl building.

I l:rlilrx Normal Institute

wlrrt was the Halifax County Junior Hieh School until the 1979 - 80 school

\'( iu wrls on the site of the Halifax Institute or Banner Institute as it was sometimes

r'rrllul. lJanisterwasassociatedwiththenameoftheschoolbccauseitwastheBanister

ll:rlrtist Association that built and operated it. The following is probably the best and

nr()sl concise history oI thc Institute:

\n 7872 the association set up a Board of eleven men,
composed of ministers, professional workers, business-

men and parents. These men were delegated the work
of getting a school built and operating.

Land was purchased from Mayor Edmondson of South
Boston, the land is located in Halifax, the same parcel
on which the Juniot High School stands now.

In 1897 and 1898 the school opened. The first princi-
pal was James R. Eubanks of Pulaski. His second term
was interrupted after a few months of work. J. C. Car-
ter a prominent teacher and lawyer was appointed to
fill the vacancy. Fle workcd two years and was followed
by B J. I{undley who served about six or seven years.
Professor B. W. Te rrell followed Mr. Hundiey and
scrved until 1918- Terrell was educated in Germany.
tlc was very different but very outstanding in know-
ledge and discipline.
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ln l9I9 Dr. James F. Chafin was the last principal for
the associational school. Many of the graduates of the
old Halifax Institute furthered their education in other
schools and colleges and served the county and state in
useful positions such as teachers, nurses, ministers and
social workers. Ms. N. E. Jennings and Ms. pamela
Foy Jackson are two known graduates of the Institute.

In the early twenties the oid Halifax Institute closed
its doors and the building was purchased by the County
School Board to operate as a public school for the town
of Halifax.

With a note of sadncss mixed with joy the board mem-
bers signed the papers of release. The last member tg
sign f'or the release was rhe Rev. P. L. Barksdale.12

The original buildings of the Institute formed a campus of four or five woodcn

buildings. The administration building was just in front of the ,,H,' shaped brick

building at rhe old Junior High school. Another building just l.last of it was usetl

for industrial arts and other classes. At the Southwesr corner of this building stood

additional classroclms. This building was later used as classrooms and a cafeteria for

the Halifax Training School. The fourth one was due East of this one. It was used as

a dormitory for girls for both the lnstitutc ancl the'l-raining school. Around l91g and

1919, the last ycars of its operation as the Flalifax Normal Irrstitutc, the school had a

well-qualified, but small staff. According to William (i. Syl<es, in a [icbruary 17,1g76

letter to La,zalus Batcs, his father canrc to tlalifax county in 1917 or 191g tojoin the

faculty, and his mother willie Lec Anderson Sykes came to the County to tcach in the

school in 191 9. I lc srared that:
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'l'he school was run under private auspices and had nine
tcachers. Included were Mrs. Rebecca Floyd, Miss
Marian McCown, Mrs. Eddie .Martin, Mrs. Louise Ward

Jeffress, Mrs. Marion Coleman, Miss Witlie Lee Anderson
and tl. S. Sykes. If memory serves Mother correctly,
students included Mrs. Grace Ewell Harris, Harry JefT-
ress, Wade Wicks, John Owens and one or more of the
Harris family (Molly Haris Spraggins, Alice Harris,
Ida Bell Harris).

ln 1934 and 1935 the Principal W. C. Edwards of the'Iraining School rcsided in

rlris [ruilding. Following that, it was used for home economics classes until the current

lrorrrc cconomics classrooms were built.

'lhe highest grade was nine and the curriculum of the lnstitute consisted of

courses in English, history, social studies, math, science and apparently a foreign

language. The total number of units required for graduation was less than sixteen and

the school year was approximately six months.

Mizpah Elementary School

Mizpah was a school offering courses for grades one through seven. It was

organized and operated by the Mizpah Presbyterian Church in South Boston, Virginia.

The exact dates of its operation could not be determined but Ms. Hattie L. Ragland

has a picture of it dated 1912. Its location was at the present site of the church on

Ragland Street. Presumably it served just children, unless out-of-towners stayed in

private homes, in South Boston. There is no recollection of dormitories, but it seems

clear that tuition was charged.for chiidren in attendance.
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School in the llackyard

I)olly Kent Ragland remembers clearly being informed that Rev. Parham B. Rag

land started and taught at a one room school in his backyard. This story was collabor-

atcdbyJ.S.Carrington. DollyRaglandwasthewifeofDr.LeonV.Ragland(deccas-

cd) who was thc son of Rev. Ilagland. She stated that Rev. t{agland was persistent and

successful in gaining some financial support fiom thc town of South Boston, which

may indicate the first public support of education for Black citizens in Halifax County.

Nonetheless, this school is being considered a private one since it was operated and

largely supportcd from privatc sources.

'l'he importancc of this one room school and its meager town support may, how

ever, have great significance. The course of cvents indicate rather clea.rly that this mo-

mcntum led dircctly to the establishment of the first truly public school for Black

residents in South Boston and Halifax County. From all indications, South Boston

moved quickly to establish a (lrammar School in Bloodficld (May{ield). This school

was eventually named the M. H. Coleman Grammar School.
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Footnotes

1. Wellington E. Webb (Reverend), "Antrim Church and Mission School for Colored
People", December, 1888. (A Report to the Antrim Parish of the Episcopal
Church).

2. rbid

3. rbid

4. rbid

5. rbid

6. Dedication Program of the Halifax County-Pittsylvania County Community
Center, Sunday, September 70,1978,4:00 P. M.

7. rbid

8. rbid

9. rbid

10. rbid

I 1. Church Bulletin of the Abenezer Colored Methodist Episcopal Church, North
Main Street, South Boston, Virginia, February, 1978.

12. Dcdication Program, op. cit., 1978.
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3
PUBLIC ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS

Formalized education for Black people, as stated earlier can be traced back to

approximately ten years after the Emancipation. Minutes of the Fortieth Annual

Session of the Banister Baptist Association held at the New Zion Baptist Church,

Meadville, recognized their effort to support education in the county.l The earliest

year that formal education was provided for Black citizens is given as approximately

1875.2 Even though formal, this education was essentially private. However, there

was some evidence of pubiic education for Black residents. The South Boston Board

of Education "agreed to run their own coiored school the coming session and not join

the Banister Association efforts."3 But, they delayed appointing teachers until the

next meeting. Even though there was some level of formal education for Black resi-

dents, and education that was clearly public in 1895, free public schools were estab-

iished much earlier, in 187O, for white peopl..4

The Mayfield Grammar School (Bloodfield School) which later bacame the

M. H. Coleman Grammar School was one of the early public schools for Black children

in South Boston. During the late thirties, it was damaged by fire. While it was closed

for repair, the South Boston School Board rented space in a building which had pre-

viously been the Williams Normal School. Following the completion of the repairs the
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M. H. Coleman School was reopened and was operated on Webster Street until it

moved into the building of the former Booker T. Washington High School. At that

time, 1948, Booker T. was merged into the Halifax Training School.

liarly l,-onnal Ilducation

Nearly all of the early public grammar schools were started by the self-help

concept which was not unique to Halifax County ; it permeated the South. Its account

is sccn in the fact that most schools originatetl under church sponsorship and individual

initiative.

Most schools were small and poorly equipped. The "one room school" got its

na.nre from this period in history. 'lhe one room school had one teacher who also

doubled as principal or head teacher. In addition to teaching academics, this teacher

looked after maintenance chores - - supervising children while sweeping the floors,

applying oil on the floor to keep the dust settled, and cutting wood or shoveling coal

to keep the school warm.

Private Support

It was largely the church association in Halifax County which gave birth and

impetus to elementary education in the County for Black citizens. The neighborhood

schools were established first because there was no type of public transportation.

Neighborhood schools were built where the people could raise a little money in joint

effort. Some neighborhoods used old houses which were not occupied by the owners.

Often an industrious teacher united the neighborhood around education-centered
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efforts which resulted in a new school building. Landowners often gave the land to

the effon; others allowed these schools to be build on a promise that the land wourd

belong to the building so long as the school existed in the neighborhood. Afterwards,

the land and the building would be left to the randowner when the school discontinued

because of a decline in enro,ment or whatever the reason. Consolidation oferement-

ary schools did away with all of these one, rwo, three, and four teacher schools. This

elimination of small schoors was accomplished during the years r96o - 1967 which was

just prior to integration.

The number of Black grammar schools was far larger than the number that now

serve both Black and white children. Basically, Halifax county grammar schools were

started by Black residents as described in the previous paragraph, and it was the dedi-

cated teachers in many insrances who saw many of these neighborhood schools come

into existance' Counted among such pioneers in Harifax county, virginia, are Rev-

erend Ellis Ragland, Mr. Asa Coleman, Reverend careb Robinson, Mrs. Elaine Crawrey

and Mrs. Gerrrude Rogers, Mr. Tommie Crawley, Reverend George Owen, all of the

county, and Mr. Matthew Coreman of South Boston. The schools had a very hurnble

bcginning but they were great assets.

Public Support

1-he grcatest supporr tiom the locar government was the meager salaries paid to

the teechcrs and supplementcd by thc community in which the school was located.

It was n()t uncommon to find teachers whose salary range was from $25 _ $40 per

m6nth. A salary range betwccn $50 - $60 per month was rops. Few, if any, went
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beyond this point. Usually supplements in saiary were in kind' The in kind supple-

ments usually consisted of food at holidays and other special 06s5161s. Teachers

looked forward to these occasions at the close of the four, five, and six months school

sessions. Few, if any, went beyond this point. Teachers and pupils often gave in kind

gifts to school supervisors also. Seldom was anybody overlooked, for it was of benefit

to the old, lonely, retired teachers as well as those currently employed.

These small neighborhood schools were the center of attraction for social out-

lets. Sponsored plays and parties arranged by the teacher and hg1 plp1t were always

anticipated. Parents looked forward to these events with much enthusiasm Baseball

games between two communities were Common. It was an opportunity for the school

to make sales of rcfreshments to raise money for the little projects at school. 'lhe

teacher was the leader and thc responsible person in the commnnily. She was held in

high esteem and was highly respccted. In sorrle cases the teacher livcd among the

parents, eliminating a regular boarding placc and fce. Flousing, feeding and transpor-

tation for the tcachers was a joint community rcsponsibility. ln this way, the teachcr

got to know the student's parents wcll.

Maintenance Of Schools

Beyonr:l thc mcagcr salarics paid thc te:rchcr, thc grc:rtg51 1tca.l support was in

the form of a few basic supplics,.janitorial in natur(:. Many schools reccivcd no sup-

plies at all, but for thosc that did, the amount wa.s clepcntlqnl upon thc sizc of thc

school and the cnrollmcnt. 'l'hc supplies usually wcrc thcsc, 1;n" or nvo bror>ms, onc

or two watcr pails, one or two boxes of chalk, two or thrcc gallons.l oil uscd t. kccp
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down the dust when the floor was swept, and occasionally a hall-ton or ton of coal

for fuel. ln somc cascs, the School Board would furnish material, and the job of

repairs was done by someone in thc neighborlrood who had somc knowledge and

skill in carpentry. lt would be this person antl tlre teachcr who decided the best way

the job was to be done. No question was cvcr raised by a School Board member or

the Superintendent.

Early Curriculum

'fhe curriculum dealt only lt'ith need. Being ablc to read, write, spell and do

arithmetic (the 3 R's) were thc main objectives. This stemmed from the idea that

people who hired others were sometimes found to be dishonest. 'Io be able to read

and write prevented exposing one's business to the wrong person. 1'o be able to

determine fractional parts of cost was in cvery student's mind and this was an arith-

metical study. Problems which required thought and reasoning were spiced throughout

any arithmetic beyond the fifth grade. Memorizing poems, ballads, riddles, and verses

from the Bible was expected of every student. The 1st Psalm and the 23rd Psalm were

the most common. Spelling was largely memory work without propcr word stu(1,.

Later word study becamc an important phase in the learning process. Many large

words could be spelied by students but their meaning was not known. Mastery in

spelling was usually climaxed by grade spelling match. Word meaning and under-

standing came with age. The older students became, the greater were their concerns

with correct word usage.
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School Organization

The early grammar schools were either under the auspices of the Black church

or a school board rhat was all white These white members were the very same citi-

zens who under slavery had determined that it was an offense against the 1aw to edu-

cate Black people or slaves. Natura\, they did not Sive a very high priority to educa-

tion for those same individuals who had just been freed- For this reason' and the fact

thatfewBlackpersonshadhighliteraryskills'teacherswerewhitesoftheabolitionist

mentalityorBlackpeoplewiththellmitedskillsthatcouldbeattainedunderrepres-

sive, servile circumstances. Some white people in Halifax supported schools for Black

students from the very beginning, and' even today some are counted among many

Boards of Black Colleges throughout the South'

Teacher Qualifications

'feachers in the grammar schools' particularly at the very beginning of schooling'

had limited qualifications. The very first ones had only the education that white over-

seers provided in secrery to favored house servants' In short order' however' students

had acquired educational skills beyond those of their teachers' They gained the ad-

vanced skills by self help and from Northern "carpetbaggers'" Some Black people

had attendetl schooi in the North after escaping to freedom and returned to the South

following the emancipation to give assistance Soon there was a cadre of teachers who

had completed elementa-ry school, high school (normai)' and a few who had attended

or completed college. The number of teachers who completed elementary school and

the normal school were predominant' For those who had completed the normal
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schools, it was common for thcm to tcach for vcars (10 - 20) before attainingthe

baccale.urcate clcqrcc. Many of thcn) attrnded collcgc summer after summcr, first

otrtaining thc normal collegiate certificatc, and o,entuallv mant' earned the bachelor's

degrce.

onc intcrcsting phcnomenon took placc during thc dcvelopmcnt of schools for

Itlick pcoplc. It probably lvas natural. Lven though elemcntary schools started earlicr,

lrrgc numbrrs of thc most highlv qualificd teachcrs werc in the high schools whctlier

private or public. This was probably rrue bec:rusc high school teaching required a

l.rigl.rer lelcl of masterl, in spccific subjcct arcas. I'hesc strtemcnts about the formal

lcvcl ot training posscsscil by thesc clentcntery or gr:tmnlar school tcachers is not to

clcmcan thcir skills. tn fact, thev wcrc verl'good telcllers. whet thev misscd in

formlJ treining rhcy conrpcns:rtcil for rvith diligcnce, persistcnce, self-disciplinc,

sclf studl' encl rlccp intt'rcst in their studcnts.

Attcnrhncc

'I h( llttcn(1rr.)c(' 3t thcsc cltrlt' grt:llnllr st:hrlols rvas prccarious. Sincc transpor-

trtion rvrrs vcrv timitctl tcrv lcu, Illrtck rcsitlcrlts cvcn ou'nctl tutomotriles thc schools

wcrc i1r)(1 hrrLl Io lre corrrrrrrnilt'schools u,ith rvl[k in:rttcntllnce. W:r]k-in ditl ntlt mean

;r stt.6ll 61 trvp rtr tltrce ltkrcks rrs u'ls rclcrrc,:l t() commonly in cfforts to rcsist integra-

tion (195,1 1979). ,\ trt'iglthttrhootl scltool to rlhjch snlall chiklrcn, eges 6,7,8,9,

ctc . rvrtll,rrl drill rcrluircd il rrllcl ot J or -l rnilcs or nlorc. Bllck chihlrcn wcre not

prrtvi,ltl lrt,c. puitlic trrnsporl:rtiolt. ,\ 1lrt, Itllck prrcnts pro'"'iilcd tr:rnsport:rtion to

rhc hiqh school ()rll(,r' irrrcrcstctl i itizt'ns pror-idctl "nrlke shift" huscs rvith students
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paying one dollar weekly. Many years passed before any public transportation was

provided for elementary pupils. ActuallY, it was not provided until about 1950. There

was always something to look forward to; during the long walk to school, Black

children would be passed by yellow buses transportinll white elementary students.

Because of distance, farming, and weather, absenteeism was high. It is amazing

that any of these students ever finished these distant grammar schools because they

often spent half of the school day with their feet wet from walking through the mud

and snow. Even on dry days, students spent entire days sitting in poorly heated

classrooms. Keeping fairly comfortable was a major chore. Learning under these

conditions was the ultimate struggle. Some of these children had no real motiva-

tion for finishing grammar school or high school. High schools were expensive board-

ing schools; their parcnts were too poor to afford thc room, board and tuition, and too

involved in share-cropping or in mere survival and too uneducated to provide much

morivation or encouragement for their childrcn. Hardship and barc survival oftcn

were the only basis for a parent to cncoura€{e a child to become preparcd to live

better than his parents.

'[he attendance problem was compounrlcd by thc fact that, cxccpt in thc town

of Halifax and South Boston, childrcn wcrc necded for farm work which addcd to thc

number of days thcy had to miss school.

Schools of 1948 - 50

I'ivcn though public schools wcrc cstablishcd in l87o lirr Whitc childrcn, tho'

were started for Bl:rck childrcn nearly 30 ycars lrttcr. 'l'hcsc st:hools wcrc not v(:ry
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stable. 't'hcy'canrc inro existenee or disappcared witlr shifts ot thc popullrtion. 'l'hc

degrec to which the grrrnln)ar schools wcrc "ncighborhood Schools'is evident when

considcring thc nuntbcr ot schools that cxistetl throughout thc count), for llleck pcoplc

alone during thesc ye:rrs. 'l'hcsc schools and staff.s arc listcd tbr thc 1948 - 50 sclrool

vcars. Those with tour teechers l.rad four footl)s; those with thrce teachcrs had three

rooms, etc. '[herc was one ninc-roorn school, two fbur-nlont scho<lls, five thrce-r<lom

schools, twentv-two two-room scliools and thirtt,-thrcc one-roonr schools. 'l hesc

schools arc r

M. H. Coleman Elementary School Meadville School

S. A. Barksdale, Principal
Bessie C. Barksdale

Juanita Bates
Doris Cunningham
Georgia H. Chambers
Alberta Mangana
Kate R. Owens
Blanche Ragland
Charlie L. Ragland
Louis C. Stanfield

News Ferry School

Edith K. Sugg, Principal
Mary W. Carter
Alberta G. West

Alton School

Alma S. Link, Principal
Cornell Faulkner

Bold Springs School

Mollie Spraggins, Principal
Lucille Harris

Sarah H. Easlcy, Principal
Leathia Canada
Lilueth A. Washington

Mt. Laurel School

Rev. H. L. Brooks, Principal
Nannie Gilmore
Lottie L. Penick

Riverdale School

Lizzie Law r ence, Principal
Lucille Ragland
Dolly Ragland

White Oak School

Claude N. Paige, Principal
Hallie L. Goode
Virginia N. Williams

Andrew Farmer School

John B. Coleman, Principal
Fannie Walker
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Republican Grove School Ridgeway School

Vivian Hardy Bettye A' Coleman

Scottsburg School Staunton River School

Antoinette Harrison Harriet J- Bailey

Sutherlin School Terrible Creek School

Annie K. Beard Maggie C. Collins

Washington City School West School

Laura D. Carson Alicc C. Je nnings

White Oak Fork School Winn Creek School

Nannie F. Burton Annic O- Wright

Zion Hill Schoot Clover School

Louise S. Obie Mary J. Coleman, Principal

Maxine E. Lawrencc MarY W Coleman
Annic J. I)avis

Sinai School Hcnrietta Snlitir

Corine Johnson, PrinciPal

Marie B. Leigh
Cieneva Lewis
Rosa'['ucker

1'his list is not inclusivc of lrll thc clcntcntary (gramnrlr) schools that cristcd. 'lht'

full numbcr is not known, trut it has bccn mcntionccl carlicr that cltnrcntary schooling

was providcd on thc 'l raining School campus urrtil thc t94ft - 49 school 1'cirr. 'lht:

clcmentary childrcn wcrc thcn trllns{(:rrcd to Sinei I'llcmcntrtrv'

l{ccords of tIc cduci1tisn of IJlack chiltlrcn wcrc itrt.t curltt' rrnrl oltt'n ntissitlg

-fhc following cvcnt ampIilics thc crrrclcssn<ss and inuccrrrlty oftltt rccorLls. (.olt:nlrtn
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Branclon, who attendcd Whitc Oak liork School, wcnton to tttend and gradu:rtc ]iom

llalifax 'l-raining School. After graduation he rvas tlraftetl into thc Arnly and scrved

for nrany yc.rrs. F-ollou,ing his discharge from the Army, hc decidcd to attcnd collegc,

but the college insisted on having a transcript of lris elcrncntary school records. 'l'he

School Board office could not locate them. But, it is intercsting to note thirt according

to Coleman, R. I-. Lacy, Superintcndent of Schools, was not much disturbed. I{e

merely sent the fbrrner studcnt to I teachcr who lrad tauglrt the young n]an .rt White

Oak lrork School with instructions that shc should create a rccord for hinr.
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PUBLIC HIGH SCHOOLS

Public high school education for Black students began in 1920 which was fifty

years afto the County started to provide free public education for white students.

There were two such schools. One was the Booker T. Washington High School in

South Boston. The other was the Ha.lifax Training School. Its original buildings and

facilities were purchased from the Banister Baptist Association which, up to that

time, operated the Halifax Normal Institute. At the time, the County operated eight

high schools for white students.

Booker T. Washington High School, l93O - 1948

Booker T. Washington High served only children from the town of South Bos-

ton. Consequently, it was very similar to the small high schools scattered throughout

the county for white residents. It was a fine facility with wellnualified staff, and

because of its size, was limited in its curricular offerings. It was felt by many that

this limitation justified dissolving it and transferring the students to Halifax Training

School, thus creating one consolidated high school for Black students. The consolida-

tion was implemented in the 1948 .49 school year.

In preparation for this expansion at Halifax Training School, the corrnty bor-
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rowedfiftythousanddollarstoconstructeightadditionalclassroomsandtoexpand

the bathroom facilities for both boys and girls'

BookerT.WashingtonHighSchoolhadfiveprincipatsduringitsexistence'They

wereGeorgeColeman,RichardArmstead,WilliamBrinkley,CurtisC.Crocker,and

Matthew H. Colman, who served until the school was merged into Halifax Training

School.Atthattime,hebecameprincipalofWashington{olemanElementarySchool'

a position he held until retirement.

Halifax Training School, l92O - t956

Halifax Training School had its beginning when the County Sdrool Board pur-

chased the existing facilities from the Banister Baptist Association in 1920' Later,

asexplainedpreviously,itbecametheconsolidatedschooltoserveallBlackchildren

in Halifax County. In the 50,s' it was ..the state,s largest rural Negro high sctrool.',l

In thd 1920,s the school year was five months beginning about october, and salaries

were $25.30 Per month.

It had five principals during its period of existence' Mr' Herman Sykes was the

first principal. Following his tenure as high school principal, he served as an element-

ary principal and as head of the agriculture program when it was introduced' Mr' Louis

Anderson became principal irt 1932 and served for one year' Miss Marian McCown

followedandserveduntilwilliamC.Edwardscameinlg34.w.C.Edwardsserved

until his retirement in l966and was followed by Lazarus Bates who was principal until

integration took place n 1969. Following integration' Mr' Bates served as principal

until he retired, in the same building of the integrated junior high school'

Hi.gb Scbools

From the time it became public until desegregation, the Training School was

the focal point of Black people for educational and social events. In its early days,

it was largely a boarding school.

County records are basically void of student enrollments and faculty at the

school from 192O to approximately 1934 (coauthor Edwards became principal at that

time). It is known, however, from Jewel Carrington and William Kent, local commun-

ity leaders, that well-qualified teachers were hired and numerous extra-curricular

activities were staned.

' William Kent, funeral director and vice Mayor of South Boston, attended the

Training School and recalled that the modern brick ("H" shaped building) was opened

in 1930. When the building first gpened, it was "T" shaped. The other wing was

added later. He also remembered distinctly that, while constnrction was in progress,

school was teld in several churches including Banister Hill Baptist and other build-

ings in the town of Halifax.

Ma"y M.Bethune High School, 1956 - 1969

The name of the high school for Black children was changed in 1956. On

January t5,1956, the plant was officially dedicated as Mary M. Bethune High School

of Halifax County.

The effort to change the name was started in 1951. Following an evaluation of

the school and its program, the principal (Edwards) requested permission from the

Board to change the name of the school and was instructed to make the plans for such
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change. The preparation including informing all of the Black citizens and soliciting

their support and approval. At least ten names, some of them local persons' were

originally proposed. But, in the final stages of the pianning only two survived- Doctor

Charles D. Drew and Mary M. Bethune. In a meeting of Black representatives these

two names were voted on. The vote was a tie, 6 - 6. The principal broke the tie when

he voted for Mary M. Bethune. With the tie broken, Dr. Leon V. Ragland moved that

this name be submitted to the Board as a unanimous choice. Following this time, ex-

pansion was rapid and continual.

Impediments to Equal Education

In addition to generally different treatment, expenditures, and facilities, there

were several other serious issues. Pressing teacher loads were continual, and sanitation

was questionable. County School Board minutes provide numerous instances. For

example, the School Board asked the county government for permission to make a

loan to expand the training facilities to accomodate the transfer of the students from

Booker T. Washington from South Boston. The Board said:

High Scbools

erection or expansion of facilities for their children's education. As poor as most of

them were, it made expansion nearly impossible or, at least, always in doubt. In a

Ietter to Lazarus Bates dated February 17, 1976, William Sykes, son of the first prin-

cipal, illustrates this fact. He stated that:

"You also stated that I try to get some informa-
tion about the committee that raised the $3,000 to con-
struct the south wing of the school. As best she (mother)
can recall, the chairman of the committee was Rev. Har-
ry Bailey who lived in the Dryburg/Scottsburg area.

Other members including Mr. Robert Walton, Rev. Ewell
(Grace Ewell Elarris' father), Mr. Jessee Hendricks (who
iived in the Millstone area) and both of my parents.
Mr. W. J. Bailey (Mrs. Bailey Leigh's father) may have

been on the committee.

It is Mother's recollection that the fund-raising
effort was quite difficult and that it was not a project
which was enthusiastically supported by all of the coun-
ty's Black population. Many still saw education as a
luxury which they either could not afford or did not
wish to avail themselves of. Leadership roles were taken
by those Black citizens who had some education them-
selves and who wished better educational opportunities
for their children.")

Transportation

The County provided transportation for White children beginning with the

1928 - 1929 school year by establishing a ten cents county levy, but it was not pro-

vided for Black children until the 1936 - 1937 r.rriorr.4 White children paid $1.00

per month for transportation. It was collected by the bus driver. When transporta-

tion was started for Black children, it was provided by private owners who were paid

$100 to $115 per month. Some drivers depended purely on patrons for pay. It ap-

6t

"The purpose of said loan is to construct eight

additional classrooms at the Halifax Training School

together with extension of toilet facilities for both boys

anld girls to relieve pressing teacher loads resulting from
existing enrollment and to provide classrooms to absorb

the Booker T. Washington High School from South

Boston, Virginia, eifcctive session 1948 - 49."'

This was the addition of the South Wing of the existing "H" shaped buiiding.

The economic tragedy was that Black residents had to raise a matching fund for the
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pears that there were only four or five routes to serve the entire county. Mr. J ' J . De-

Jatnette,E.L.Dance,ChappellWoody,TimothyYounger,RobertWilliamsand

Mr. Burton were among the early Black drivers to oPerate school buses'

The lack of transportation posed particularly acute problems in Halifax county

because it is one of the larger counties in the state. The highly rural and agricultural

narure of the county added to the difficulty created by the lack oftransportation. In

some instances, the lack of Uansportation limited or curtailed the school's ability to

provide certain activities. Morris Markey of McCall's Magazine illustrates this point

quite clearly. He suggested that:

"It is in the nature of things that Halifax schools

cannot undertake the elaborate extracurricular activi
ties areas. They do not even have athletic teams for
inter*cholastic sports. The reason is one which applies

to virtually all rural school systems: when the last

bell of the day rings, the busses are waiting outside'

Distances home are long. Students simply cannot

afford to miss the bus, no matter how attra-ctive the

meeting or tie game thai might be scheduled."S

He made his point quite well except that Halifax Training School had organized

basketball which dated back to the late 20's. But the fact was that all ofthe players

were from South Boston and the town of Halifax. The first students from the distant

rural area to play basketball were Jerry Wilson and Clarence Hill of the 1952 and' t954

classes.

Schooling Cost

Prior to the time that transportation was provided county-wide, most Black
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childrencouldattendhighschoolonlyiftheyboardedattheschool. Afewwereable

to stay with relatives near the school, and some children from South Boston rode to

school with teachers, and the parents of a few carpooled children to Halifax. The

boarding fee was $20O per year which was a prohibitive fee for most Black parents.

For others, the bus transportation fee precluded their attendance. The fact

that parents were required to raise matching funds, as mentioned earlier, was an

additional impediment to quality education for Black youngsters.

While the high cost to parents impacted on education of Black children, there

r.ras also the impact caused by the low expenditure of the School Board. Imagine how

much science laboratory equipment could be purchased for the following amounts in

relation to the amount needed to serve 231 high school students. In the 1934 - 35

school year, only $25 was spent on laboratory equipment for physics, $45 for chemis-

try, $50 for general science, $115 for agriculture, $135 for biology. No money was

spent for home economics and industrial arts.6

Compare the above figures with the value of equipment available for the 1944 -

45 school year with the number of high school students increased to 626. No money

was spent on laboratory equipment for physics, $190 for chemistry, $25 for general

science, $25 for home economics, $730 for agriculture and industrial arts combined,

and $50 for biology. Think of this limited equipment alongwith the fact thatin1944

thcre was no running water in the science lab.7

Quality by Chance

The fact that Halifax Training School and Mary M. Bethune High School pro-
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vided good educationai programs was as much by accident as it was by plan. 'lhere

are essentially three reasons that the quality was good. One of them was the consoi-

idated school which grew haphazardly. Another was the consolidated curriculum that

was possible or required because of the iarger school, and the other reason was the

extraordinary interest and dedication of the teachers.

It was by chance also that many were able to say with some assurance that

Halifax Training School was better than the White schools. Morris Markey, writing

for McCall's in 1946, found that:

For the Negro high school, at the county seat, is in
many respects superior to any of the scattered white
high schools.

Higb Scbools

Markey further found remarkably that, ". . . from the last graduating class of

67 students, 23 girls and 4 boys went off to college - - avery much larger proportion

thrn the 20 percent which is the average for American high schools as a whole."10

'l'his is good, but perspective musr be kept. If schooling were fully accessible to all

tllack children in the county, then how many more would have been able to advance

to college?

Consolidated School Building

Consolidated schooling began in 1948 in Halifax County when Booker T. Wash-

ington High School of South Boston was merged into the Halifax Training School in

the town of Halifax. This merger and other expansion at rhe Training school site was

influenced by Dr. Fred M. Alexander, State Supervisor of Negro Education, State

Department of Education, and Dr. Sidney B. Ball, State Superintendent of public

Instruction. In 1938 Dr. Bail introduced the "trend in the consolidation of high

schools"ll to the School Board. Dr. Alexander was appointed to head a study com-

mittee to recommend the growth pattern of schools in the county for Negroes. The

1947 report recommended consolidation features that were reflected in consolidation

and expansion that ensued at Halifax Training and Bethune High.12

As a result of these recommendations, expansion of the Training School was

begun and it was continuous. First came the addition to the "T" - shaped building

in 1948 to accomodate the children from Booker T. High School. Nexr came the two

story building just sourh of the "H" - shaped building in 1950. Then came the voca-
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This is not due to deliberate intent. It is largely because
ol' thc newness of education for Ncsroes ar the hish
school levcl in thi: communitv.S

While this claim is impressive and might be true, one must keep in mind an

assessment made by the State Department of Education. Roby S. Hager, Supervisor

for Evaluation and Planning, noted that:

Prior to the 1969 - 70 session there were two high
schools with students in grades 8 to 12. Both were
accredited by the State Department of Education and
Halifax County High was (also) accredited by the
Southern Association of Colleges and Schools. Mary
Bethune was in the process of a self-study as a requisite
for membership in the SACS.

Regardless of which statement has the greatest weight, it indicates rather convincingly

that, by chance or not, schooling was rather good for Black children.

64



High Scbook

tional and Agriculture Building about 1953. A number ofyears later, in 1955, the two

story building (mentioned above) was completed. It gave Black children their first

official cafeteria, a gymnasium, expansive library, fully equipped science laboratory

and authentic home economics class space.

It should be noted thar the push for breaking down the "separate but equal"

principle which resulted in the Brown vs. Board of Education decision of 1954 may

have been a motivating force in developing improved educational facilities in Halifax

County. However, because of the opposition to desegregation as expressed earlier by

U. S. Representative Tuck and other high level administrators, it appears that by pro-

viding a new, well-equipped school for Black children, the county leadership demon-

strated further commitment to maintaining the "separate but equal" principle. In any

case, educational facilities and equipment for Black students in Flalifax County were

better than ever before.

Consoliclated Curriculum

'fimes were hard in the carly days and those studcnts who coultl grldultc in

thc academics werc strongly desirous of advancir.rg to collegc. 'l hrs dcsirc for rtttcnrlirrg

college was a pressing one with ln aim of improving thc lanrijv's living surus. 'l'lris

was the aim of many grautlatcs. 'lhe real emphasis was on thc basic studics. l'o tie

capable of holtling a worthwhile job, one neeilcd to nrestcr thc trlsics pltts pttsst:ss

good study habits to succeed in collcgc. 'lo lie surc, lbr l]hck chiltlrcn from rurd,

Southcrn schools to rneet coilt'ge cntrancc requircn)cnts bacli thcn wls bv no nreans
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automatic. Surely it was possible for some. In this regard, Markey remarked in 1946

that, "the boy or girl who wants to learn enough to pass college entrance examinations

can do it, you may be sure. But that will require special attention from a most parti-

cularlydevotedgroupofteachers."l3 AndthatwasthecalibreofteachersatHalifax

Training School as evidenced by the 407o college-bound graduates.

' The first year of high school began in the eighth grade and completion, the

eleventh grade. studying in a course for thirty six weeks meering five periods weekly

of fifty minures plus test and final examinations fulfilled requirements for one unit

towards graduation (four units annually through the eleventh grade). Sixteen units

meant completing the requirements for graduation. Four subjects annually were

necessary to complete high school in four years.

Curriculum expansion was consistent. In 1936, home economics, Negro history,

and high school geography were added. By 1954, business courses, Spanish, French

and fine arts had been added, and before the schools were integrated, numerous other

courses, including driver education, were available. The figure which follows illustrates

course offerings in 1934 beginning with the Sth grade. one can compare this program

with the curriculum as it developed by 1954.
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Figure 3

PROGRAM of STUDY - L%414

Course of Study
No. Pds./
Week

No. Wks./
Course

Minutes in
Period Textbooks Used

Course of Study
No. Pds./ No. Wks./ Minutes in
Week Course Period Textbooks Used Physical and

Health Education
2 36 50 No Adopted Text-

book

Agriculture 2 36 50 No Adopted Text-
book1st Year

English JO

36

36

36

36

50

50

50

50

50

Tbe Higbway to
English - Clark &
Others

Mathematics 5 Junior Matb -
Strayer

3rd Year

English 5 36

36

36

36

36

36

36

36

36

50 Eng- Lit. - Metcalf;
Lit. & Life -Book
IV

Science 5 Our Surroundings -

Clements & Others Mathematics 50 Plane Geometry -

Wells & Hart
Social Studies 5 Our World ol Work -

Early European
History

Science 3 50 Biology & Human
Welfare - Peabody
& Hunt

Physical and
Health Education

2 No Adopted Text-
book Laboratory

Social Studies

2

5

100

50 Modern European;
American History -

Mrzzey2nd Year

English 5 36 50

50

50

50

Tbe Higbuay to
Englisl: -(Bookll)
Junior Lit.

French 5 50 New Cornplete
Frencb Grammar -

Fraser

Mathematics 5 36 New Higb Scbool
Algebra - Wel1s &
Hart

Physical and
Health Education

2 50 No Adopted Text-
book

Agriculture 5 100 No Adopted Text-
bookScience

Social Studies

5 36

Higb Scbool Geo-
grdpby - Dryer;
Early European His-
tory; Modern Euro'
pean History -Web-
ster

10 36

68

Music

69

50

5

5
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4th Year

English

Science - Rec.

Lab.

Social Studies 10

French 5

Physical and
Health Education

Higb Scbools

36

36

36

36

Practical Cbemistry
- Black

Laboratory Ex-
periments - Black

U. S. Goo'r - Smith
& Others
American History
Negro History -

Woodson

Neu Complete
Frencb Grammar -
Fraser

No Adopted Text-
book

Agriculture 50 No Adopted Text-
book

Music

The above chart represents an accurate account of the curriculum offcrings in

1934 at what was then called the Halifax County Training School. -I'hese courscs were

essentially all that were offered. Thereforc, courses of study provided little or no

choice.
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Unfotunately, trrere is no record of students, teachers or course offerings from

7920 (the beginning of the Training School) to 1934 (the beginning of w. c. Edwards,

renure as principal). So, it is not possible to compare the offerings of 1g34 with

earlier ones. It is evident to all of those who worked with and attended the Training

school and Bethune 
'igh 

that the curriculum offerings grew rapidry from 1934 to

7969' h expanded to include several languages, agriculture, higher mathematics and

science, music and nearly all other courses found in any modern school system. In

fact, by the time the schoors integrated in 1969, approximately sixty courses were

offered at Bethune High.

ln 7934'sixteen units were required for graduation. The number had increased

ro seventecn and one-half by the rg44 - 45 school year and ro twenty before 1g6g.

From 1934 to desegregation, the schoor situation in ail aspects improved dras-

tically and especially during ancr following worlcr war II. Illiteracy was found to be

common among segments of the population during the war. Increased emphasis on

education became a priority The Federal government stepped in to herp remedy the

situation- Appropriations were made on all levels, local, state and national. The

orbital flight by rhe Russians caused increased spencring and study in the sciences.

It must bc acknowlcdged hcre trrat the schoor system progressed steadily but at times

evenrs of worldwidc significance stcpped up the emphasis in education. Brack peopre,

however, will always feel they expericnced an unnecessary period of denial and oppres-

si.n bv those in authority. No rcader courd overlook this experience in the develop-

n:ent of cducation fbr Black childrcn nor only in ,alifax county, virginia, but through

out the South.

7'1.
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3

2

50

50

100

50

36

36

36

36

50

2 50

50

3
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AgricuLture for tligh Sclsool Stu"lents

in 1934, and beforc, agriculture was the way of lifc in Halifax County, and it

is still the predominant way of sustaining life by its peoplc. For this rcason, agri-

culture has been a subject of much study in the schools. l')vcn though finirncc has not

bccn available for instructional purposes, it lias always becn a subjcct taught and a

subject of concern in the schools. ln spite of all phases ol' industrial growth in llali-

fax County, agriculture is still the largcst industry. l\'tore pcople are cngaged in growing

tobacco than any other industry,

Agriculturc in the schools was designed to teach thc boys and girls how to do

the job better. Since farming was lnd still is, the lif'e-blood of the nation, and with an

ever-increasing population in the world, agriculture had to keep up with demands.

Soil conscrvation was a great concern. Cattle breeding for stock improvement,

transportation, record kecping, use of insecticides to control pcsts, foresting and

planting trees were, and still are, subjects of great conccrn in teaching agriculture.

Clearly, thc vocational schools are heavily slanted to an cmphasis or relationship

to agriculture. In fact, "Vocational training in Halifax," according to Mr. Markey, "is

naturally agricultural rather than industrial." He yointed out that:

"ln addition to his classwork and book learning in agri-
culture, each student must undertake some project of
his own at home' an acre of tobacco or corn, a pen of
hogs, a flock of blooded chickens. This home project
must pass the inspection of the teacher before the
student can win his diploma, and the agriculture teach-
ers spend nearly all their free time going about from
farm to farm, giving advice and even lending a helping
hand when healy work is to be done.

important part of this course is the Farm
Shop, where boys are not only taught to t..p an.i.
own tools and equipment in repair but required also to
help farmers who come in with damag.a *r.f,in..v.
In the healy seasons, the yard before tie school shJo
is crowded with plows ,nd t.u.,o.r, *itf, f,"rn.r. .ig',
ard even mowing combines. Farmers themselves haie
the run of the shop, with its tools and welding eqJp-
ment and forge.

In common with all the other high schoois of
the countrv. great and small, Halifax f,u, irrorj.orr.r",
in the domestl ans."15

High Scbools

Agriculture Prograrn Jbr Veterans

when the united Statcs entered world war II, the pursuits of many Americans

werc interrupred, and farming was perhaps one of the pursuits hardest hit. when the

young men were taken away to the armed services, a drastic manpower shortage was

created domestically. This meant that many people, parricularly Black people, who

had never been able to obtain good paying jobs were employed in the factories. Even

women were provided opportunities that they had been sysrematicalry denied prior

to the war. As the war came to an end, there was again a surplus of abre-bodied

workers. In order to alleviate the disappointments of the veterans and to take care of

the newly created national need for post-war productivity and the need for food and

health supplies internationally, Harifax County and other rowns and counties through-

out the country were provided an expanded opportunity ro participate in new train_

ing and educational endeavors to increase farm output.
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Industry was unable to absorb all the returning veterans even though manv of

them felt that they could make more money by entering work in the industrics than

they could by returning to the farm. The government initiated various programs to

assist farm vererans in getting readjusted to civilian life. Many of the soldiers had

married earlier, and many others were married as soon as they were discharged from

active military duty.

Special farm programs were started in Halifax Training school to provide vct-

erans with improved farm skills so they could take care of their newly created respon-

sibilities. The classes were usually held at night in the regular schoolbuildings to givc

veterans knowledge of better farm practices-

The veterans wcre paid their earned bcnefits as long as they were enrolled in

class and were carrying out spccificd farm practices. Iior these programs, special

agriculture teachers were employed to instruct the veteran farmers- This program was

under the supervision of the principal and the state supervisor. In addition to veteran

income allowances the veterans wcre given financial assistance to purchasc farms antl

farm equipment.

Classes for thesc veterans included conscrvation practiccs, crop rotrtion and

machinc repair as well. Hay production, breeding, forcstry, fruit protluction, farrn

record keeping and insccticide usage wcre also anrong the subjccts cmph:rsizcti.

Since America was called on to fced a large portion of thc world following thc

war:, I{alifax County once again had thc opponunity to clircctly participatc in hclpirrg

America meet its goals.
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Liltrary

The State of Virginia requires rhat every public school provide a library to

supplement the learning expected of each child and to broaden the information base

rvailable on subjects taught in various crasses. In addition, in 1946,,,the State of

virginia requires that each high school library subscribe to at reast five newspapers

rnd at least 20 magazines. - . . The library at I{arifax Training schoor had subscriptions

for the New York' Richmond and ph,adelphia papers and they are read eagerly every

day, the magazines are well *n.n.,,16

A comparison of ribrary services offered in 1934 and 1944 will herp the reader

not onlv understand the long exisrance of library services for Black children, but also

grasp thc cxpansion of such services.

ln 7934, the Training School had a library that was supervised by a part-time

librarian. By 1944, rhere was a fuil-timc ribrarian and two student assistants. In 1934

the library was opcn threc ancr a harf hours dailv anrJ six hours d,riry in 1944. rn 1934,

610 books wcre classified bur nor cataloguctl, and in 1944, 1,g90 books were ail cata-

l<rguctl' ln 1934, therc werc five magazines and two newspaper subscriptions, while

thcre wcrc 55 magazinc and onc newspapcr subscriprion in 1944. rn 1954,there were

3l s.trscriptions rncr 5,305 books.l7 These data are not known for the Booker T. wash-

ington lligh school in Sorrth *oston. In fact, ir appears that no records on library

scrvic<'s currcntlv cxist firr thirt school

Public cducrrrion is nor Pcrccived as bcing restrictec.r narrowly to the public school

buildinrl' crnscq.cnrlv, thc puhric library scnice is considered to be a part of the
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educationalresourcesavailabletochil,lreninlnycommurlity't''orthisreason'abrief

ntention of thc acccss Black children hari to cilucationxl nraterials in the Halifax county

Public Library is valuablc. It had r Negro reading room on the mrin floor' W Il ll:r-

bour rclatcs that, "in the latter roonl are licpt books tor use of Ncgro childrcn lntl a

special collection of Ncqro -"tt'i'[s "18

'I'eachers

'I'here are no recorcls on tcachers who taught at thc'I'raining school prior to the

lg34 - 35 school year. Only the names are known of those who were there whcn the

Institute became I-lalifax 'Iraining School. Thereforc, it is not possible to state what

their qualifications were. Gootl records are available that describe the training and

certificarions of teachers from 1934 to 1969 when the schools were integrated. ('lhese

teachers, names and other vital data will be presentcd in another section.) 'I'hese

teacherswerededicatetl,lvithoutquestion.onenecdsonlytoconsiderthelowpay

and inadequate facilities and equipment to know that dedication ancl concern were the

reasons for the ourcomc of their students. 'fhey were credited earlicr as being an im-

portant ingredient in hclping graduates qualify for and cnter college and most of them

forbeingwell-qualificdwithdegreesfromEasterncollegcs..I.heydcserveasalutefor

their spectacular success in spite of adverse conditions and circumstances'

Athletics

Fromthelatelg2o'stoSeptember,lg54,basketballwastheonlyorganized
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spor-t in which tlalifax Training School participated. 'fhere are several reasons for rhis.

Thc first is that there was simply no appropriate space for practicc. The open field

at thc back of thc school building was red clay and was nor graded for any organized

activity. It was too small for a baseball or football field, and the county would not

appropriate funds to prepare it for a track. The only football played at the school

prior to 1954 was touch which was playcd on the front lawn of the school. Another

reason was that a basketball was the only piece of cquipment that could and did serve

the entire school community.

Basketball was practiccd practically anywhere that half adequate space could

be fbund. Initially, the auditorium was used both for practice and for some games.

The ceiling was low and the floors werc nr.lt suitablc. Occasiona.lly it would bewarm

until mid-October. When this was the case, practice, and occasionally a game, was

held on the clay field. In order to keep the dust down and to create a solid surface

for dribbling the ball, the surface of the court was saturated with oi1. The trick was

to oil the court just at the right time so thc oil would not be standing on the surface

at the time of the game, or to be sure that enough remained to maintain a solid surface

without dust. As transportation increased in availability, more and more practice

sessions and game s were held at Vaughn's Armory in South Boston.

In spite of these very unfavorable conditions and circumstances, basketbali was

a real success. "Cousin" Charlie Cage, English and social studies teacher was the coach

for many years. He was joined by William D. Yanccy, biology teacher, about 1951.

During those days Halifax Training School was a power in its conference and the
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state. Halifax competed against such teams as Langston in Danville, Wyatt in Green-

ville County, West End and East End in Mecklenburg County, Luther Foster of Lunen'

burg Counry and several others including one or more schools in North Carolina.

TheHalifaxTrainingSchoolteamwonitsconferencetitleregularlyandthe

state title once or twice. Players on these teams won trophies for practically every

category in which they were given. Irving Johnson (deceased), for example, won high

school All American guard on the same team with oscar Robinson ' - the Big "o."

Trent Harris (deceased) was a magnificent player. In 1956, he won a scholarship to

Maryland state college where he was a star. The pros did not draft him because, at the

time, only a few of the very best Black players played professional basketball - Bill

Russell, Earl Lloyd and wilt "the stilt" chamberlain. charles lrving, the great set-shot

artist, won a scholarship to West Virginia State College. Others won scholarships also.

Warren Davis went on to play in the American B:,sketball Association with the

Los Angeles Stars and the Memphis?ros.

Football

Footballhaditsbeginninginthelg54.55schoolycarundcrl}cnjaminllirir.

ston. This sport, like basketball, had much success Numcrous playcrs reccivcd trrr

phies, awards, and collegc scholarships. Wilfred Stanfield playcd at Winston Salt:m

state University. Richard wilkcrson plays professional football rvlth thc l)cnvcr

Broncos.
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Track

Earl Foster introduced track to Halifax'lraining School in 1954. He was superb

as a coach and his teams were very good. Many of his track stars won trophies, awards

and scholarships to college, The teams won many district and state meets. Robert

Ballou was one of the outstanding track stars. He won All-State and All-Armed F'orces.

Baseball

- Baseball was never introduced as an organized sport at the Training School.

Even so, several students made the professional ranks. Johnnie Sadler played for a

semi-professional team in Chicago and Moses Williams played semi-professional ball in

Nonh Carolina.

Boxing

'l'he Training School never had a boxing team. C. Benjamin llairston,a teacher

was an exccptionally good boxer. 'fherefore, under his guidance several students

devclopcd irlto good boxcrs. Asa l)ance was good ancl flashy with the "Sugar Ray"

Robinson stylc. James Dance and Wilson Medlcy rvere very good heavyweights. At

lcast onc student bccame :r professional prizc fighter. DouglasJonesofthe 1956 class

gaincd thc numbcr onc hcav),weight rating. According to Emmett Green, he defeated

Muh:rnrmcd Ali in :rn anrateur fight.
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Flrtra-Curricular Activitics

Unlike nran1, Illack schools in thc South, l{elifar't'raining lnd Bcthunc Iligh

had mln1, cxtril-ctltricular ectivitics. llrccpt lor lcrrtlcnlic courscs, ml}nv Sout]rcrl)

Illack schools hed prtcticellv no activitics to builti lcedcrship:rnd intcr;rcrsonel skills:

howevcr, in adilition to athlctics, thesc schools hed a choir, putrlic spc:rking' drame'

tIi-Y, end 'fri-tli-Y, Ncrv Farmers of r\nrcrice (NIA) and Nerv Ilonlcmal<ers ol Amcri

ca (NHr\). .lhey cven harl an honor roll. In rnanl.tlistricts, an honor roll for Black

students was a strict teboo. Sonte whitc ctlucators considercd an honor roll for Black

sturlcnts to bc crucl punishmcnt. -I'hev thought it u,as unfair to put challengcs bcforc

Black sturlents that thcv could not hope to mcet; they rvould be frustratcd. Hou'ever,

stutlents :lt Bethunc High considerccl it a stimulating chaltenge as eviclenced bv achieve-

ment recclrtls.

C boir

A choir cen be considcred cither a curriculum course or as cxtra-curricular.

Since the choir functioncd extcrnal of thc school on such a high percentagc of the

rirnc, lnd bccau:r s{, men\' ,,i its lrrticiprnts $crc nr)l enr()llcd i:t nlusit at Jll. il is

considercrl here to lte cxtra-curricular.

Atanyrate,thechoirwasexcellent.Ithadoutstandingdirectors,MaryC.Wil-

son, Arthur Boulding, Andrew O. Carr, and Mr. Oliver J Bell' The choir traveled

throughout Virginia and participated in county and statc competitions on numerous

occasions. The state competition was usually at Virginia State University. The Train-

ing School emerged from state and regional comperirion wirh firsr, second and third
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honors numerous times. Often when the choir would falter, Mr. Carr would win first

for his performance at the piano. He was a very excellent, progressive musician.

In addition to the choir, many students emerged as soloists of very fine quality.

Bobby Farmer, now in Atlantic City, New Jersey, was an outstanding baritone singer.

Joseph "Joe" Rogers had the golden bass voice that captured the rttention and emo-

tion of nearly everyone. Charlie Reed Hill, currently a South Boston policeman, had

and still has the me1low tenor voice. Rosa Hubbard, too, was exceptional.

Rose Marie Crawley, of the.l952 class, performed at the levei of a professional

" throughout her high school days. Upon graduation she received honors from many

sources along with scholarships to attend Virginia State University from which she was

graduated.

Aldora Green Turner of the 1957 - 58 class was surpassed by no one. She

received many scholarship offers. Following her graduation from college she attended

one of the finest music conservatories in New England. While there, she also per-

formed with the Boston Pop Opera Choir. She performs regularly at special occasions

such as concerts, weddings and receptions.

Barbara Jean Martin is a professional biues and rock 'n roli singer in Washington,

D. C.

Hi-Y and Tri-Hi-Y

These clubs of boys and girls respectively patrolled on the school buses and at

all assemblies at the school. In addition to being taught and practicing safety rules
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and skills, the participants were students with not only high gradepoint averages but

also with interpersonal, group and leadership skills.

Drama Club

The Drama Club did several performances per year. Often the plays they pre-

sented were taken to churches and other places in the county. Participants dcveloped

confidence, voice projection and voice control and quality.

Neu F'armers of America

The NFA was the leadership activity for students in the agriculture program-

Students participated in public speaking, parliamentary procedures, farm demonstra-

tion, and singing. Participants in the Training School were particularly successful at

winning public speaking contests and exhibits of agriculturc irroducts and practiccs

at the Ilalifax County }tair. Samuel Wilborne won thc State title in 1955 and 1956.

Members usually were required to carry out a farm project which was supervised by

the agriculture teachcr.

One of the highlights of the NliA Club was singing. In 1951 and 1952, thcy

had a quartet with Iluthard Dixon, Franklin Dixon, James Linder Roystcr and Calcb

Womack. The director and pianist was Andrcw Carr, music teacher. 'lhey sang popu-

lar and spiritual songs. They were truly exccptional- '[hey performcd in churches

throughout the county and in local and statc contests. Needless to say, thcv won

most of the time.

New l[ornemakers of America

The NHA, led at various times by Ms. F. E. Penn, Ms. Margaret V. Clark and
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Mrs. Mildred Kilby Yancey, was a leadership club also. Girls learned leadership skills

in addition to skilli in sewing, cooking, canning and housekeeping. Usually the mem-

bershadtochooseaprojecttocarryonathome. Thehomeeconomicsteachersuper-

vised the students' projects by visiting their homes several times a year.

l'ubLic Speaking Clul:

'fl're public speaking club focused on developing skills in speech, delivery, and

poise before audiences and persuasive delivery of one's point of view. Competition was

between clubs from other schools and teams within the Training School. Several parti-

cipants were particularly astute speakers. Among them were Paul R. Williams, Floyd

L. Gravitt and Sam Wilborne.

Tbc Crusaders

'fhe Crusaders were a group of male students that organized to publish the

first year book for Black students in the county. The participants were taught many

other valuable literary skills such as editing, art directing, script writing and sales tech-

niques.

Publication Club

'lhe Publication Club produced a school newspaper and news letters that were

distributed to the student bodv. Participating students learned script writing and other

writing skills-
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Higb Scbools

Danca Group

'lhe Dancc Group was madc up of young wontcn who studied and performed

classical, ballct and modern dances. 'I'hev performctl before thc student body'and on

othcr occasions such as Activity Night. l)lncing hclpcd thesc young ladics develop

grece, poise, confidence and self control.

Summary

Like any other institution, thc Training School grew tiom simple to complex.

It served a worthwhile purpose as it developcd. It expcrienced many adverse circum-

stanccs, socially, politicdly and financially. Change in attitudcs on the part of author-

ities greatly enhanced the school's growth and devcloprnent. 'fhe provision of trans-

portation was an influencing factor.

The curriculum in the earlier years scrvcd its purpose, and as time passed, the

course offerings increased making it possible for graduates to enter colleges of their

choice. From the beginning, Black teachers gave good account ofthemselves because

they were trained and highly dedicated. (iirls went off to college in much largcr

number than boys.

The consolidated school idea was a grear asser in the developrnent of the school

for the offerings that could be expanded with less cost to a greater number of stutlents.

The competitivc school spirit manifested itself within and among other schools.

I ligh SchooLs

Agriculture is still the grearesr part of the cconomic life in Halifax counry;

home economics has been a schoor subject of much concern over the years. Even

today provision is lacking for all pupils who desire this course. Consequently, many

students cannot ger such courses during their high school career.

Athletically, t{alifax County Training School, from its beginning, was recognized

to be a great competitor in alr sports which it engaged. It was under the westcrn

Athletic District until desegregation in 1969.
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Higb Scbools
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5
EDUCATION LI]ADT.]RSHIP

All of thc public schools in Halifux County havc always been untler thc gcncral

supcrvision of a white supcrintcndent. The Superintendent carrics out gcncral super-

vision over thcse schools. 'fherc has alrvays been thc clucstion of whcther hc gave ade-

quatc attcntion to the schools tbr Black students. According to Markey, "'l'he White

Superintendent, R. L. Lacy, visits thc school only rarely-"1 Onc might assume from

this statemelrt that little attention was given the schools for Black residents. He was

quick, however, to give assurance or the appearance that he had much knowledge of

what was qoing on in these schools. When questioncd about the quality of schooling

being provided, he responded that "they're doinq fine. They'rc turning out good

students, and that is the main requirement. I never interfere with a school thit is

running well."2 With such a statement, the hands-off approach was justified.

Even though schools for Black pupils were under the direction of the White

superintendent, Markey found that, the "administration and teaching in the Halifax

Negro Schools are entirely in the hands of Colored men and women. . . ."3 thi,

rvas the situation during nearly all of the existence of segregated schools for Black

children in the county.
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Leadership

The High School PrinciPal

Sincethehands-offpolicywasthcgeneralpracticc,theprincipaloftheBlack

high school had a grcat deal of power. In fact the Principal was, in many ways' the

.,supcrintendent" for secondary education. lle recruited faculty, hired faculty, disci-

plincct faculty ancl basically determincd the discipline a student would receive for mis-

conduct. In addition, curriculum offerings were determined by the Black principal-

If he wanted an a<lvanced, comprehensive curriculum it was practically assured. of

course, the School Board and superintendent had to give formal approval. Because

of these powers, the principal was both feared and highly respected throughout the

community. Parenrs knew well that the influence they had with the principal could

determine the attention arrd support their children received'

The Elementary PrinciPals

Inmanywaysthewordprincipalattheelementaryschoolwasamisnomer.In

most cases the head of a one, two or three room elementary school was a full-time

teacher who doubled as head teacher with no extra pay. She (usually this was a

woman) set the standards for the school, determined program and activity policies, and

curriculum along with disciplinary codes. She also had the responsibility for school

maintenance. often this included serting and collecting fees from Parents to get

repairs done and to buy school supplies.. Because contact with officials from the super-

intendent,s office was limited, she relied heavily on the advice of the elementary super-

visor regarding curriculum matters. However, since "hands-off" was the general rule,

Leadersbip

this head teacher was influential not only in regard to educational programs but also

within the community as well, boarding wirh parents, attending rhe community's

church, and becoming a regular community resident.

Demonstration Agent and Supervisor

Often the value and importance of education supen,isors was overlookctl or not

fully realized. They were important positions which aided thc cducation programs

immensely. New concepts, educational theories and instructional practices were

introduced to the schools, teachers were provided knowledge of such theories and

developments, and skills were developed to deliver them to students.

The supervisor had more contact with the principal or head teacher than any

other official in the school system. As a result, she was very valuable to the success

of the teachers and students. Because of the head teacher's isolation, the supcrvisor

becamc more than an advisor who delivered inservicc instruction. She, in fact, became

an authority over the personnel in the small, remote schools. After all, shc had more

frequent and morc ready contact with the superintent's officc. Consequcntly, she was

the equivalent of supcrintendent for Black elementary schools.

It is not completely clear what relationship thc []ome l)cmonstration Agcnt

had to education in the public schools. 'llrere was clcarly some rclationship. At any

ratc, it is important to indicatc that the first "Ncgro l-lome l)e monstralion Agcnt was

employed in 1921, but the first Negro l;arm Agcnt was not employetl until 1938 " 4
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Leadersbip

There were three supervisors of county-wide education programs. The first was

Mary Mitchell irs jcan supervisor. This position was one of general supervisor of county

education programs according to Author Bates. Mrs. Marion Sydnor served many years

as [.l9nte I)emonstration Agcnt, presumatlly for elementarv school students on11, and

l\lrs. Willie Antlerson S,vkes served as Elemcntary Supervisor from 1933 to 1966.

Mrs. Svkcs was truly ln outstandins educator and individual. She probably had

inrpirct on the cducatiou of every Black person currcntly in the county who attended

county schools, and c\:cn unknow'ingly on White students as well. She rvas an English

tcachcr for trranv vcrrs. lrollowing hcr teaching carcer, she served as Supcrvisor of

Fllemcnt:rrr, liducation in Il:rlifar County. Mrs. Sykes superviscd all elementary schools

for Black childrcn for thc cntirc countv. Today, there arc many supervisors for all

subjcct arcas pltrs special assisfancc in most prourxm ereas from the State Department'

'l his indicatcs the magnitutlc of iVlrs. Svl<cs' job as supervisor.

l-aad crslt ilt

lio()tnotcs

1. r\lorris [,l.trlicr', 'Ortr Sclrools: Whlt rrrc thcv Worrlr?',, Jli.(.,r11 s, Nclr, \,ork
Junr: 19.16, yr. 27.
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3. tbid, p.27
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6
THE GRADUATES

One of the best ways to view the education of Black children in Halifax County

is to look at the graduating classes of the public schools. Insights gained from such

r5:cords provide motives of the school system and of the children and their parents.

The first observation of the graduation classes reveals that the Board of Edu-

cation possibly was not consistently concerned about the schooling of Black children.

The absence of student records from 1920 (the first year of public education for Black

chiidren) to 1934 (the year W. C. Edwards became principal of Halifax Training

School) is one such example. Limited records are available for graduates from Booker

T. Washington High School. Because records were not kept for those years only thc

graduating classes for 1935 through 1969 are prcsented. Thc reader will notice that

certain data are missing pertaining to some of those classcs. Class officers, class themcs

and class mottos are among the data missing for some classes.

The graduation class of the 1948 - 49 school year was the smallest for any year

for which there are records. The reason is that the twelfth grade was added to the

curriculum requirements for graduation from high school. There should havc been

no graduates for this school year. But, there were because a few students hatl either

missed some time, needed to repeat a course or various othei factors.
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Grddudtes

A revicw of the various classes reveals several other interesting and meaningful

facts. The one that is consistent from 1935 to 1969 is that girls outnumbered boys in

every class. -fhe reasons for this are many. Most of the students were from farm

families. '['here was a clear pattern in this and othcr agricultural areas of fewer boys

finishing elementary schools than girls. The completion of elementary school was

essentially an absolutc requirement for attending high school. No equivalent of the

graduate equivalent diploma (GED) existed at the elementary school level. Boys were

important manpower in farm areas. They were crucial to the survival and advancement

of the entirc household. Since the crop season and the school term overlapped, many

farm boys missed so manv days that they couldn't be promoted regardless of their

academic perfbrmance. lt was common for firrm boys to miss a solid month or more

in succession. Less common was the situtation in which boys missed a complete half-

ycar or a full-vear of scl.rool. Whcn this happencd, somctimes the boy returned to

school, but quitc oftcn he did not. Boys who livcd in the towns, and othcrs whose

parents did not farnr, had better and longer attendancc records.

Anothcr rcison that morc Southern girls attended and graduated from high

school, antl morc ottcn went on to college, was basically racial. During slavery, and up

to modcrn tinrcs, 11 lrrgc numbcr oi Rlack womcn who worked hacl bcen employed as

ilomcstics. ln tlrose tlonrestic jobs, thcy wt'rc oftcn subject to sexual cxploitation of

whitc nrcn. Conscqucntly, mln\. Bl:rck p:rrcnts placed an exccedingly high priority

on provitling thcir d:urghters u,itlr professional skills. Once educated, their daughters

rvould not hrvc to takc jobs in the homcs of white people.

'l'hc consequcr.rces of thesc practices wcrc both good and bad. They were good

Grddudtes

because the educated daughters usually met and married professional men and reared

their children in good middle income circumstances. This rapidly produced a Black

middle class and created channels out of poverty for others. Additionally, Black

leadership was rapidly developed.

Those practices were bad because the sons often never leamed anything than

farm skills. This meant that many of them were relegated to sharecropping and the

whims of the white "master." Sharecropping mostly produced poverty living stand-

ards. Consequently, they reared their children in poverty and hopeless conditions.

. 
The lack of transportation was another reason that more girls graduated than

boys. Since the early high schools in Halifax County were boarding schools, mostly

girls could attend. This was true because the family would have experienced swere

hardships if the boys had not been home every day to carry on farm chores. Also,

there would have been no money to pay the tuition and fees for attendance at the

high school if the sons did not help the father with rhe crops.

Overall the list of graduates is impressive. The long parade ofgraduation classes

follow with the first year of record, 1935 - 36.

CLASS of 1935 - 36

John C. Williams, President
Cedric Malone, Vice President

Vera Bowman, Secretary
Mary F. Buster, Asst. Secretary

Joseph Mitchell, Treasurer
Edna R. Coleman, Valedictorian
Vera L. Bowman, Salutatorian
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Nitn( (,1 lloits

'(i:rrtcr, James Leon
M:rlonc, Ccdric
Mitchcll, Joscph Jefferson
Williurns, John Caswell

t( lcrtificatc of Attendance

Graduates

Class Roll

Class Motto: We Finish to Begin-

CLASS of t936 - 37

, President

, Vice President

, Secretary

, Asst. Secretary
, Treasurer

, Chaplain

, Parliamentarian

Name of Girls

Ballou, Mary Esther
*Barksdale, Bessie Lee
*Bouldin, Sallie Henry
Bowman, Alice Clarine
Bowman, Vera Louise
Buster, Mary Frances

tClarke, Frances
*Coleman, Martha Marion
Coleman, Edna Rebecca

Coleman, Alma Ruth
Coleman, MarthlLa,ura
Evans, Pearl Marie
Hill, Elsie Lenora

Jackson, Irene
*Morton, Annie Pearl
Murphy, Alberta Lee

Owens, Wyllie Rowena
Palmer, Alice Elizabeth
Palmer, Ruth Ellen
Ray, Fannie OPhelia
Scott, Grace Jacqueline
Smith, Louise Virginia
Thompson, RubY Cardell

*Walker, Florence Helen

Wood, Florence Hallie
Younger, Vanessa Mozelle

Graduates

Class Roll

100

Name of Boys

Bates, Lazarus
Daniel, James Walter
Garland, Jospeh Oscar
Hamilton, William Stover
Hudson, Dubois Edward

Jenkins, John Lewis
Lanier, Marshail Lee
Nunally, Louis Raymond
Richardson, Willie Myron
Spraggins, Igal Elam

Name of Boys

Atkins, James Alexander
Cage, Charlie Henry
Coleman, Joseph
Coleman, Ryall James
Crawley, John Luther
Duncan, Edgar

Jordon, John Isaac

Lanier, Robert Woodrow
Morton, Thomas Willie

CLASS of L937 -18

, President

, Vice President

, Secretary

, Asst. Secretary
Alice E. Hudson, Valedictorian
Grant S. Williams, Salutatorian

Class Roll

Name of Girls

Brandon, Vernice Elizabeth
Carter, Edna Gertrude
Claiborne, Fannie Irene
Coleman, Ruth Earline
Duncan, Queen Elizabeth
Evans, Gladys Mae
Hill, Pearl

Jones, Aileen

Jordan, Cora Anne

Jordan, Lois Velma
Lacye,Mary Lizzie
Marable, Lillian Jacob
Nash, Evelyn Nelson
Palmer, Mary Susie

Williams, Frankie Geneva Eliz.
Williams, Mattie Evelyn

Name of Girls

Britton, Bernice Eliza
Brown, Sue Bettie
Carr, Bessie
Carter, Harriett Gordon
Coleman, Elizabeth Louise
Harris, Daisy
Harris, Lois Vivian
Hendricks, Irene Maybelle
Hudson, Alice Elizabeth
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Sydnor, Claude Bernard

Taylor, JosePh, Jr.
Terry, Samuel Otis
Torian, John BaPtist

Traynham, Aaron Melvin

Venable, John Broadus

Waller, James Albert
White, Richard Samuel

Williams, RudolPh Caswell

Williams, Samuel Edward
Yancey, James William

Name of BoYs

Bailey, Morris Carden

Black, George Anderson
Brandon, James Walter
Burns, Williams Bernard

Graduates

CLASS of 1965 - 66

, President

, Vice President
. Secretarv

. Asst. Secretarv
- Treasurer
- Chaolain

, Parliamentarian

Class Roll

Owen, Tessie Lee

Paniel, Mary Ruth
Penick, Cora Earnestine
Person, Jean Jerone
Reid, Berneal
Reid, Cynthia Lorene
Robenson, Kate Frances

Rudd, Hattie Grace
Sanford, Carolyn Ann
Shorts, Charleta Francenia

Shorts, Elnora Delois
Smith, Shirley Evonne

Smith, Virginia Anne
Staten, Rosa Ann
Stephens, Juanita Velma
Terry, Ernestine Elaine

Terry, Sue Alice
Traynham, Mary Queen
Tucker, Ellen
Tucker, Orbie Della
Tucket, Thelma
Walker, Barbara Ann
Waller, Betty Lou
Waller, Elma Louise

Name of Girls

Adams, Bettie Jcan
Adams, Brenda Lee

Adams, Emma Sue

Adams, Eva Deloris

Canada, Floyd Junior
Canada, Willie Gordan
Cardwell, Jerry Walter
Carrington, Major Thomas
Carrington, Edward
Claiborne, Andrew Jackson
Coleman, Branch Delano
Crawley, Joseph Traynham
Crawley, Sylvester
Cunningham, Joel Cawthon
Davis, James Robert
Dixon, Elmer Lee
Edmondson, Howard Leon
Edmondson, Otis Carl
Edmunds, Calvin
Edwards, Lawrence Fredrick
Furges, Otis Junior
Garland, Alfred Wayne
Garner, Jessie Carol
Gee, Ronald Darnell
Hall, Edwin Garfield
Hill, Roger Lee

Jennings, John T.
Johnson, Charlie Walter

Johnson, Donald Frank

Johnson, Ronald James
Jones, George Edward
King, Larry Sherman
Lee, Mathew Douglass
Lewis, Arthur Wilburt
Logan, Alexander
Marable, Joseph Mclemare
Marshall, James Louise
Martin, Louis Edward
Mitchell, Roy Clement
Mitchell, John Henry
Moorefield, Arthur Lee
Morgan, Richard
Owen, Carol Jefferson
Pannell, Lloyd Dean
Pointer, Carl Edward
Powell, James
Pyles, Harvey Lee
Pyles, Steve
Ragland, David Wendell
Richardson, James Emanuel

Graduates

Adams, Frances
Allen, Bettie Carol
Anderson, Doris Gwendolyn
Arnold, Erma Anetta
Barley, Carol Jean
Bates, Myrna Faye
Brandon, Nanry Carolyn
Brame, Veronica
Bostick, Yvonne
Brooks, Clara
Brooks, Juanita
Brown, Bettie Mae
Burns, Evelyn Ollie
Cage, Loretta
Canada, Barbara Ann
Carden, Elizabeth
Carden, Lena Diann
Carden, Regina Vernell
Carr, Joyce Rebecca
Carrington, Charlesnetta
Carrington, Elizabeth Ann
Chandler, Gayle Wanda
Chavious, Vernisa
Cheek, Evelyn Yvorre
Cheek, Janice Odellr
Claiborne, Rosa Lee
Clark, Millie Ann
Cole, Frances Esther
Coleman, Eileen Doris
Coleman, Evelyn Maretta
Coleman, Madeline
Coleman, Remona Lr:e
Coleman, Ruth Elizabeth
Coles, Blanche Virgirria
Cooks, Vera Alexander
Crawley, Mary Magtialine
Crawley, Melba Henri
Crawley, Susie Mariah
Cross, Iweta Alicia
Crowder, Irene Vir,ginia
Davis, Annie PearL

Davis, Rogenia Mar:
Davis, Martha Lee
Easley, Bettie Jean
Easley, Nyoming
Easley, Ruby Allin
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Ross, Walter Lee

Slayton, Calvin Coolidge

Slayton, Louis McArthur
Standfieid, Hollie Vincent Laville

Staten, Emmet Nathaniel
Stephens, Kenneth Leon
Sutphin, Vance Cornell
Trent, John David
Tucker, Freddie McKellY
Tucker, William James
Vass, Ernest Eugene

Vaughan, Arnold Fletcher
Wade, Willie Lenear
White, Willie Stewart
Wilborne, Fred George

Wimbush, Eddie Gammon
Wood, Jimmy Edward
Wood, Percy James
Word, L,ee Arthur

Edmunds, Linda Loretta
Edmunds, Marion Annett
Edwards, Carolyn Vella
Ewell, Ernestine Virginia
Faulkner, Lucille
Hall, Carolyn Marie
Harris, Jannie CarolYn
Harris, Gloria Jean
Hendricks, GleenYlean
Hester, Theresa LaVerne

Hill, Sherideane Elizabeth
Hubbard, Elen Marie
Hudson, Annie Mae
Hunter, Katie Mirian
Jackson, Mandy Mae

Jennings, Mary Alice

Jennings, Reva Jane
Jones, Catherine

Jones, Mary Ellen

Jones, Sarah Jane
Jordan, Cornell Walter

Jordan, Shernita Ann
LaP ar aAe, Rebecca Lucille
Lawson, Barbara Ann
Lewis, Lemma Kate
Lewis, Maggie Jean
Lewis, Verbena
Link, Barbara Ann
Logan,-Deloris
Lovelace, Juanita
Lovelace, Hattie Jean
Lovelace, Sarah Green

Lovelace, Willie Cathy
Martin, Nellie Gray
Mayo, Brenda Ulanda
McElroy, Nellie Louise
McNear, Mable Ann
Miller, Regina
Miller, Kay Frances
Mitchell, June Thelma
Mitchell, Martha DalePhine
Moorefield, Henrietta C.

Olds, Ruby Eline
Oliver, Margaret
Owen, Irma Jean
Ragland, Vicentia Ma

Graduates

CLASS of 1966 - 67

, President

, Vice President
Secretary

, Asst. Secretary

Ragsdale, Julia Frances
Rice, Emma Jean
Robertson, Cora Lee
Robertson, Frances Louise
Robenson, Gladys Gazel
Ross, Margaret Ann
Simon, Sylvester Florine
Slayron, Ollie Darnell
Staten, Mable Jean
Stephens, Esther Marie
Stephens, Ethel
Stephens, Madella
Stewart, Signora Minnie
Sutphin, Ann Marie
Sutphin, Margaret Hazel
Sydnor, Patricia Carlena
Talley, Barbara Jean
Taylor, Jeanetta
Terry, Altena
Terry, Florence Elaine
Tucker, Janie Mae
Tucker, Mattie Lillian
Turberville, Ida Fleman
Vass, Dorothy Louise
Wade, Marian Agnes
Wade, Mattie Agnes
Waller, Sally Josephine
Walton, Gail Jeanette
Walton, Joyce Ann
Williams, Jean Elizabeth
lVilliams, Eva Oria
Williams, Lillie Gale
Wilson, Wanda
Wilson, Joyce Regina
Womack, Louise Marie
Wood, Elizabeth Carletta
Younger, Vivian Ann

Graduates
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Graduates

Watts, Abigail Cynthia
Wilkerson, Cynthia Verrie
White, Ruby Ann
Williams, Brenda Dorothy
Williams, Linda Marie
Willis, Gail Patricia
Wimbish, Brenda Doreatha
Womack, Carolyn Lee

Wyatt, Mary Lee
Yancey, Linda Jean

Class Motto, Not unless we fill our existence with an aim do we make it life.

After viewing the long Iist of graduates, the reader probably noticed a gradual

but continual increase in the number who attained the high school diploma. The gen-

eral improvements in transportation, employment and economic conditions are likely

contributors to this impressive increase. Equally imponant, it appears, is the increased

educational level of the parents of each generation which provided more motivation

and greater incentive.

The inoease is important also because the larger the number of high school

graduates the greater the number attaining higher levels of education, professional and

technical skills. Many of these graduates attended college and returned to the County,

with purpose, to carry on the up{ifting of their friends, neighbors and relatives. Others

went on to other towns and states to serve the country and humanity.

C hopter 7
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7
SCHOOL PERSONNEL

A good way to determine the quality of instruction provided to students in Hali-

fax County is to assess the training and qualifications of the teachers and supervisory

personnel employed in the school system. The competence of the teaching staff also

serves as a good barometer by which one may anticipate the success and advancement

of students. The instruction provided Black children in the County Schools has been

good, because the faculty has been well qualified for many years. Beginning with the

1934-1935 aod 1935-1936 school years, nearly all of the teachers held college degrees

and Collegiate Professional Certificate.
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Black High School Educators in Halifax County, Virginia

Faculties

\',rme
C e rtificat e

or Degree
S cbool
Attended

Autboized Subjects
Taugbt

Peiod of
Employment

Comments
or Remarks

1

\\'. C. Edrvards

R. D. Tvnes

B.S., C.P.
M.A., 1941

P-G.P

B,S

Va. State College
Hampton lnstitute

Adv. Study Univ
of Michigan

Va. State College

English
History
Soc. Sc.
Math
All Elementary
Subjects

English
Music, Phy. Ed.
Soc. Science
All Elementary
Subjects

Science
English
French
Math
All EIementary
Subjects

English
Soc. Science
Math

English
Music
Phy. Ed
History

Chem- Gen
Science
Biology
Math
French

t934-r967

1932-r936

Gen Sup. 1966-
1967; County's
First Gen. Sup;
Member of
County School
Board - 1972-
t979

Changed posi
tions 1936
Directed Chor-
al Society

Taught New
Arbor School
prior to 1934.
Deceased 1967

N

E. H. Edmondson B. S

C.P.
Shaw University

N.P. - Normal Profession Certificate
C. - Collegiate Certificate
C.P. - Collegiate Professional Cenificate
P.G.P. - Post Graduate Professional
( ) - Married Name; Session on Educational Directory
t - Elementary grades were transferred to Sinai Elementary School

in 1948

t934-r959
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Black High School Educators in Halifax County, Virginia

Faculties

Name
Certificate
or Degree

School
Attended

Autborized
Subjects

Subje cts
Taugbt

Period of
Employment

Comments
or Remarks

William R. Carr C.P.
B.A.

Knoxville College General Science
French, Chemistry

1968-r970

Harding A. Cross, Jr. C.P A & T State UniversityHealth, Phy. Ed. L968-1970
B.S.

s
o
!4

N
a

"a
la

Essie J. Green
(Richardson)

C.P
B.S

Benedict College Math
General Science

1968-present

Jacqueline Humphrey C,P
B.S

A & T State UniversityHistory
Social Science

1968-present
N

Abraham Kennedy N.P.
A.B.

Morris College Art 1968-1970

William C. Moore C.P
B.S

Richmond Profes-
sional Institute

Economics
Basic Business
ICT

1968-1969 HCSHS, 7970

C.P.
B.S.

East Tennessee
State University

History
Social Science
General Science

HCJHS, 1968
- t970

Paul O'Farrell t968-1970



Scbool Personnel

The reader could not avoid noticing the lack of data penaining to some teachers

and for all the years between l92O and 7934. These are additional reflections of laxiry

and imperfection in the School Board's record keeping.

The staff was consistently well qualified. The array of colleges and universities

attended by them broadened as the years passed. This trend is one rhat developed as

universities altered and iiberalized their racial policies with regard to the admission of

Black students. Many of those who studied under these teachers reflect the teachers'

strong will and dedication.

C hopter 8
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I
SUCCESS STORIES

The true reflection and test of the competence, motivation and diligence of in-

structional staff is seen in the actuai accomplishments of students who were taught by

that staff.

Students who were graduated from Halifax Training School, Booker T. Washing-

ton High School, and Mary M. Bethune High School have varied levels of success and

accomplishment. The successes of some are measured by the way they prepared their

children to cope and advance in this complex society. The successesof others maybe

measured by their craftiness, which enabled them to survive and prosper economically

and socialiy even though they may have been unable to pursue and attain high levels

of education, professional skill and "poiish". Still others are determined to be success-

ful because they studied in the great colleges and universities, gained higher levels of

reasoning and analysis, and developed sophisticated leadership, political and literary

skills.

All of these are realistic ways to measure the success of Black people of Halifax

County. This is particularly true when one flashes back to recapture the racial attitudes

and treatment that shaped the motives and aspirations of Black people, not just in

Halifax County, but throughout Virginia and America. For many Black residents it

was truly a success to merely rear a child whose ego and spirit were not totally warped

and crushed.
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Success Stories

The following is a limited listing of Halifax Training and Bethune High school

graduates; Many others are not included because they either could not be cOntacted

or did not submit information about their training and experiences'

Agriculture

Poindexter, William - Nathalie; Haiifax Training School, 1954; Farmer

Royster, carlton H. - Buffalo Juncrion; williams Normal and Industrial Institute;
Farmer, Factory Worker; Deacon, White Oak Fork Baptist Church

Business

coleman, Richard - Riverdaie; Halifax Training School, 1952; Temple university;
President, Oakland Ford Dealership; Presidential Award for Business

Achievement

Edmondson, william E. - Halifax; Halifax Training school, 1947;8.5. Hampton Insti-

tute; Further Study, Pennsylvania state University, Trenton State College;

High School Teacher, Dinwiddie County ; Supervisor, Employee-Relations;

oriega Psi Phi 25 Year Service Award; Member, New Jersey Chamberof

Commerce; NAACP

Jefferson, Hazel Hall - Omega; Omega Elementary School; Temple University;Phile-
delphia Communiiy College; Beaver College; Personnel Manager, United

Parcel Service

Logan, Lena Bradley - Meadville; Halifax Training School; Management Training by the

American Film Institute; small Business Administration Management Semin-

ar; Manager, Sinai West Drive-In Theater

Poindexter, Agnes Pringle - Volens; Mary M. Bethune High School, 1959; Virginia

Union Univeriity; Strayer College; Chief Accountant for multifunded non

profit organization

Robinson, Signota crawford - Halifax; Halifax Training Schooi, 1952; virginia state

University ; Restaurant Manager

Success Stories

Sadler, Johnnie G. - Halifax; Mary M. Bethune High School, 1957;Manager/Owner.
Grocery Store

Sadler, Lola Edmondson - Halifax; Mary M. Bethune High School, 1958; Hampton
Institute ; Bank'1'eller

Williams, Arthur L. - News Ferry; Mary M. Bethune Fligh School, 1957;8.A. Hampton
Institute; M.A. North Western University; Coordinator personnel planning;
Manager of Salaried Personnel Department, General Services, Ford Motor
Company

Chauffeur

Judkin, Frank - Town of Halifax;Halifax Training School; RCA Institute; Bus opera-
tor, Electronic Circuit Tester; National Safety Council Award, Transit
Authority Courtesy Award

Williams, Clarence Edwin - Centerville; Sinai Elementary School; Halifax County Sen-
ior High; Chauffeur, Trailways Company

Williams, Rudolph - Centerville;Sinai Elementary School; Halifax County Senior High;
Chauffeur, D.C. Transit

Clerical

Brandon, Hattie - Halifax Training School, 1954; Cenificate, Smith-l\{adden Secretarial
School: Secretary

Bryant, Barbara Coleman - Owen's Grove; Mary M. Bethune High School, 1965;Yir-
ginia State University; Secretary, Westinghouse Electric

Rhone, Nannie Rudd - Nathalie;Mary M. Bethune High School, 1962;Berean Business
School; Philadelphia Community College; Secretary

Costello, Sheila Willianrs - Centerville; Sinai Elementary School; Halifax County Senior
High School, Certificate, Philips Business School, Lynchburg; Secretary,
US Dcpartment of Energy

Parker, Mary Crawley - Woodsgrove ; Mary M. Bethune High School, 1966; Secretary,
National Park Service, US l)eparrment of Interior

222
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APPENDIX A

In The United States District Court
For The Western District of Virginia

Danville Division

BRENDA LEE TRAYNHAI'tt,ETC, et al.

CIVIL ACTION NO. 68{-61-D

COUNTY SCHOOL BOARD OF HALIFAX
COUNTY, VIRGINIA, et a/.

ORDER

It appearing to the Court that the defendents herein have, pursuant to the

Court's order of May 6, 1969, filed a report containing such information as required

by the Court, and it further appearing that no exceptions to the defendent's proposed

plan for the operation of the public schools of Halifax County have been filed, and

deeming it proper so to do,

It is ADJUDGED and ORDERED as follows:

1. The plan of desegregation submitted by the defendents pursuant to the

Court's order of April 5,1969, be, and the same is hereby, approved insofar as it re-

fers to the elementary schools.

2. Defendents' contemplated plan for the operation of the secondary

schools for the semester commencing in September 1969 be, and the same is hereby,

approved.

-].
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3. The defendents are directed, as soon as practicable, to advise the Court as

to such zones as have been established as contemplated by their report to the Court

under date of May 15, 1969.

4. The defendents are directed to report to the Court, as soon as practicable,

the racial composition of the student population of each of the schools in the Halifax

County school system, as well as the racial composition of the faculties of each of said

schools commencing with the school term beginning in September 1969.

5 . The defendents are directed to report to the Court by no later than April

1, 1970, regarding the progress made in reference to the construction of the secondary

schools contemplated to be constructed under the defendents' present intentions.

All other motions are continued in this cause.

Robert R. Merhige, Jr
EnEeaSiAeaDEtriEluar

June 5, 1969

A TRUE COPY, TESTE.

Leigh B. Hanes, Jr., Clerk

By Barbara H. Gibson

Deputy Clerk

In The United States District Court
For The Westem District Of Virginia

Danville Division

BRENDA LEE TRAyNHAM, er a/.

CIVIL ACTION NO. 68{-61.D
COUNTY SCHOOL BOARD OF HALIFAX
COUNTY, VIRCINIA, el a/.

MEMORANDUM

This matter came before the Court on December 15, 1969,pursuant to the

mandate of the united States court of Appeals for the Founh circuit issued December

2, 1969.

Pursuant to said mandate and in compliance therewith, the defendant schoor

board has filed a plan for the integration of the secondary schools in Halifax county,

virginia, to be effective as of the end of the present school semester which terminares

on January 30, 1970. A copy of said plan is attached to rhese findings.

Plaintiffs have filed a response in which they state they did not, as of the date of
the filing of said response, i.e., Decemb er 12, 1,969,perceive any objection to the sub_

mitted pian for the residue of the current school year.

'I'hc Court adopts as part of its findings those findings heretofore enunciated

from the bench on April 5, 1969.

APPENDIX B
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The Court finds that the defendants' proposed plan for the integration of the

secondary schools in Halifax County, Virginia, entails the use of pairing. Th'ere are now

operated in the county two secondary schools, one the Mary Bethune High School, the

student population of which is all of the Negro race, and the other school known as the

Halifax County High School, the student population of which is predominantly white.

It is contemplated that the Mary Bethune High School will become the Halifax County

Junior High School, with all 8th and 9th grade students attending the public schools in

Halifax County to attend that school. The present Halifax Counry High School shall be

known as the Halifax County Senior High School, with all 1fth, 11th, and 12th grade

students attending same.

It is contemplated that the faculty of each school will be assigned to the end

that in the junior high school approximarely 4oo/o of the faculty will be of the Negro

race and 607o of the white race, and the same situation is contemplated for the senior

high school. The Coun finds this to be the approximate ratio of Negro and white facul-

ty members which now exists throughout the secondary system. It is contemplated

that in the junior high school there will be 56 white faculty members and 37 Negro,

and that there will be 847 white students and 897 Negro students. In the senior high

schools it is contemplated there will be 57 white faculty members and 4O of the Negro

race, and that there will be 1,069 students of the white race and 838 students ofthe

Negro race. In addition, there will be one principal of the white race and'one of the

Negro race.

while the plaintiffs have offered no objection ro the propos€d plan, the court
finds both from the plan and from the evidence taken before the Court that it is con_

templated as to each of the schools in the secondary sysrem that the classes sha, be

reorganized without regard to the race of the students involved with the exception of
those classes presently being taught which do nor terminate at the concrusion of the
present semester and which require continuity of instruction. The coun finds that
certain ofthe classes can undoubtedly be and will be reorganized.

without intending to limir, bur as an example, it is contemprared that the gth

grade science and vocational subjects can be reorganized without detriment to the
scholastic standings of the students. Those subjects which do not terminate at mid-

semester are generaily English, Math, and cenain science courses such as Chemistry and

Physics' on the other hand, there are cerrain courses which will be given in the second

semester in which there w,l be no difficulty organizing the crasses in such a way as to
result in not only an integrated school but integrated crasses as well. Among those sub_

jects are the vocational subjects, certain of the sciences, Economics and physicar Ed-

ucation and Music. f'he foregoing are simply examples and are not to be construed as

limitations as to what crasses will in fact be integrated. As to those subjects which do

not terminate at the mid*emester break, among which as the court has previousry

stated are English, Math, and certain of the sciences, it is apparent that in many instan-

ces the failure to reorganize the class will result as a practical matter in either an all-

white or an all-Negro section.

248
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The Court finds that teaching in a particular subject is frequently conducted by

the respective tezchers at a different rate of progress. There is no uniformity as to the

manner of presentation in many instances.

The Court finds that it has been the practice of the school administration at the

commencement of school in the fall term to give the students certain tests, in some

instances I.Q. tests but generally school and college ability tests, from which the stu-

dents are generally classified both on the basis of their test scores and their teachers'

views after consultation with those teachers in the Guidance Department.

The Court finds that there are now given certain remedial classes, and this seems

to be particularly true in 8th and 9th grade English.

It is apparent that any attempt to carte blanche reorgutize all classes would,

from the evidence before the Court, be harmful to the student's scholastic achieve-

ments and, in addition, would require the expenditure of time, all of which would

result in the schools'not being able to commence their second semester on February 5,

197O zs contemplated, and which would in effect extend the closing of the second

semester term beyond the date on which the teachers' contracts bind them, i.e., June

30, 1970.

The Court sees no alternative to certain of the contemplated classes being kept

intact by reason of the necessity of continuity of instruction, even though as a con-

sequence thereof as a practical matter it will result in certain segregated classes. If any

such plan were contemplated beyond the ensuing semester, the Court would not ap-

prove it. It is to be noted, however, that the defendants intend where posiible to

reorganize certain of the classes in order to minimize any non-integrated sections, and

in addition the plan contemplates that after this school year the organization of every

class within the school system will be accomplished without regard to the race of the

students involved.

The court finds that a, other facets of the plan contemplate totally integrated

schools' It is the court's intention, therefore, to enter an appropriate order approving

the plan.

counsel have advised the court that they have agreed that plaintiffs'counsel are

entitled ro rhe sum of Four Thousand ($4,000.00) Dollars for their services, which the

coun considers to be reasonable. In addition, of course, counsel wilr receive, pursuant

to the mandate of the Fourth circuit court of Appeals, their out of pocket expenses

and taxable costs. It is represented that said expenses, excluding taxable costs in the

District Court, amount to fi792.r4- An order in conformity with this memorandum

and with the Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals mandate will be entered.

Unrrcd Srares District Judge

December 17,1969
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APPENDIX C

In The United States District Court
For The Western District Of Virginia

Danville Division

ItltliNDA l,EE TRAYNHAM,et al.

CIVIL ACTION NO. 68.C.61.D

(]OUN'TY SCHOOL BOARD OF HALIFAX
(:OUNTY, VIRGINIA, er a/.

ORDER

Upon consideration of the mandate of the United States Coun of Appeals for

the Fourth Circuit entered December 2,1969, and for rhe reasons assigned in the

memorandum this day filed, and deeming it proper so to do, it is ADJUDGED and

()ItDERED:

1. That the order of this Court entered nunc pro runc April 5, 1969, and the

(lourt's order of May 6,7969,be and the same is hereby, vacated, except thar portion

of the order of April 5, 1969, which denied defendants' motion to dismiss.

2. That the defendants herein, their successors, agents, and employees, be

and they are hereby, mandatorily enjoined, permanently, to operare the public schools

in the County of Halifax, Virginia, under a unitary system, rhe components of which

rrc not identifiable with either "white'r or "Negro" schools.
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3. The School Board of Halifax County, Virginia, and Udy C. Wood, Divi-

sion Superintendent of Schools for the County of Halifax, Virginia, shall pay to consel

for the phintiffs allowed counsel fees in the sum of $192.74 as and for travel expenses

and the printing of brief in the United States Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit,

as well as their taxable costs incurred in the District Court.

4. Defendant's plan submitted pursuant to the mandate of the United States

Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit, a copy of which is attached to the memoran-

dum this day filed, as and for the operation of the public schools of Halifax County,

Virginia, commencing on the 5th day of February, 197O, including the anticipated

assignment of faculty as reflected therein, be, and the same is hereby, approved.

5. On or before the 9th day of F-ebruary, 1970, the defendants shall report

to this Court the number of sections and the racial composition of each such section

which has not been reorganized as sections and the racial composition of each of such

classes as were reorganized in accordance with the last sentence of Paragraph Number 4

of the plan heretofore submitted-

6. On or before the lst day of August, 197o, there shall be filed with this

Court a report showing the anticipated racial composition of the student body and

faculty of each public school to be operated by the defendants or their successors for

rhe term commencing in September 197O.

Let the Clerk send copies of this decree and the memorandum filed herewith to

all counsel of records, and transmit to the Clerk's Office of the United States Court of

Appeals for the Fourth Circuit ten copies of the following papers,

a. The Schooi Board's plan for the integration of the secondary schoors in

Halifax County, Virginia;

b. This order;

It is further OI{DERED that copies of this order tre served by the United States

Marshal on each of the defendants herein_

December 17,1969
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APPENDIX D

Desegration Plan
Elementary Schools

The elementary schools of Halifax County will be paired as follows for the

19 69 -197 O session, to-wit,

Jennings and Volcns Schools will be paired, with grades 1,2,3,and 4 attending

Jennings School. and grades 5, 6,and7 attending Volens School.

Rosa and Meadville Schools will be paired, with grades I znd 2 attending Rosa

School, and grades 3, 4, 5, 6, and 7 attending Meadville School.

Clays Mill and Scottsburg Schools will be paired, with grades 1,2,3, and 4 zt-

tending Clays Mill School, and grades 5,6, and 7 attending Scottsburg School.

Halifax and Sinai Schools will be paired, with grades l,2,and 3 attending Hali

fax School and grades 4, 5 , 6, and 7 attending Sinai School.

South of Dan and Cluster Springs Schools will be paired with grades l, 2, 3, and

4 attending South of Dan School, and grades 5, 6, and 7 attending Cluster Springs

School.

Wilson Memorial, Turbeville, Virgilina and Clover Schools pill not be paired, but

will be individually zoned.

Zones will be established for attendance at lhe aforesaid paired schools and for

the aforesaid schools that are not paired as well, the lines of which zones will be drawn
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so as to achieve, to such extent as is practical, for each school, racial proportions simi-

lar to those which exist in the overall elementary system as set forth in the original

plan filed with the court herein. The School Board may make specific assignments of

students to particular schools only in those instances where such is practical and only

where such assignments will bring the racial ratio at the schools to which said students

are assigned nearer to the over-all countywide ratio for the whole school system.

SECONDARY SCHOOLS

The following factual basis for the statement in the original plan that "two new

junior high schools will be built, etc.," is hereby submitted, to-wit'

l.Aresolutioninfurtheranceofsaidpurposewaspassedbythisboardon

February 25,1969, a copy of which has been heretofore filed in this suit'

2. A resolution approving the action of the School Board and adopting its

plan as a renrarive plan of the Board of supervisors of Halifax county was passed by

saidboardonMarch 12, 1969,acopyofwhichresolutionhasbeenheretoforefiledin

this suit.

3. A resolution carrying the plan for the construction of two new junior

high schools further into effect and aurhorizing acquisition of school sites, preparation

of plans and the borrowing of funds was passed by this School Board on April 30,

1969 , r copy of which resolution is hereto attached marked "Exhibit A"'

4. A resolution approving the School Board's action of April 3O,1969 md

specifically authorizing the acquisition of sites, the preparation of plans' and the
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borrowing of funds from the Virginia Supplemental Retirement System was passed by

said Board of Supervisors on May 5, 1969, a copy of which resolution is hereto ar-

tached marked "Exhibit B"

5. The Commonwealth of Virginia has made available the first million dol-

lars required for the contemplated school construction from the Virginia Supplemental

Retirement System, as will appear from a copy of a letter from its Treasurer to Udy C.

Wood, Superintendent of Schools, dated April 17, 1969, a copy of which is hereto

attached marked "Exhibit C". Under the procedure provided by state regulations, said

funds must be obtained.

6. Said Superintendent of Schools is now negotiating with the Assistant

Treasurer of Virginia for the actual obtaining of the needed funds for said construc-

tion, as will appear from an exchange of letters between the Assistant Treasurer of

Virginia and said Superintendent of Schools, both dated May 8,1969, copies of which

are together filed herewith and marked "Exhibit D".

7. Efforts are now in progress to secure both of the sites needed for the con-

struction of said schools at locations as indicated in Exhibit A. More thar one suitable

location has been found for each school and while contacts have already been made

with iandowners, deeds or options have not yet been acquired. However, suitable sites

are believed to be available for said schools.

8. Said School Board has authorized the employment of an architecr to pre-

pare plans and such employment will be made forthwith.
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In view of the foregoing, the defendants assume that nothing more is required of

them at this time.

Respectfully, APPENDIX E

Halifax County School Board
And Committee for Control of
The Halifax County High
School

ALMA MATER

"Dear B.H.S." (H.T.S.)

Just beyond the Halifax County Seat,

Stands our school of lofty heights.

And each day within her walls we meet,

To drink knowledge, and for wisdom seek

by,-
Clerk

(Chorus)

Dear B.H.S., (H.T.S.) dear Orange and Blue,

Our love for thee grows more and more each day

As life we see, we'll cherish thee

As we journey along life's way. (Repeat)

2t;0
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